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TO THE 



KING. 



SIR, 

I PRESUME to offer to your Majefliy's notice 
the works of a poet, whom hiftory may 
perhaps hereafter record as an ornament 
to your Majefty's Reign; an aera diftin- 
guiflied in the annals of Great Britain for 
the progrefs of polite literature and the 
general diff"ufion of refined tafte. 

The author. Sir, though a lively and 
playful writer, was impartial in his judge- 
ment, and jud in his principles : that .he 
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was alfo affedionatety attached to Your 
Majefty and Your Royal Confort, will ap- 
pear from feveral of his compofitions. They 
contain the fentiments of a great and up- 
right mind ; fentiments, in which the hearts 
of all the virtuous and the^wife delight to 
participate, but which genius alone, like 
his, can exprefs in a manner adequate to 
►their fincerity and their force. I am, 

SIR, 

YOUR MAJESTY'S 

Moft faithful Subjed, 

and moft dutiful Servant, ^ 



GoLDEE's Hill, THOMAS CLARE. 

Junt XI, X796. 



ADVERTISEMENT 

TO 

THE THIRD EDITION. 



In this Edition the arrangement is nearly the fame 
that it was in the firft. The Englifh epigrams are all 
daffed under one head in VoL II. — Some few of the 
Latin poems, which were not in the laft Edition, are 
now inferted at the end of VoL I. — and the Life of 
the Author, which was only in the Quarto copies, 
is reprinted with correftions and additions. 
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£fiiGA6E9 in fuperintending the poblication of my 
dcceafcd friend's Poetical Works^ I conceive that the 
intereft excited by the writings, will be extended to 
the author; and that the world will defire fome 
information concerning the perfon, whofe Yery pro- 
dn^ions prove him to have been difiinguifhed by 
nncommon mental endowments. 

The trite obfervationy that the lives of literary 
men are deficient in incidents to gratify curiofityy 
could never be more juftly applied, than on the pre- 
feut occafion. Nothing to attradl the attention i or 
to amufe the imagination, can be expeded in the 
memoirs of a writer, who pubh'fhed no work ,of 
importance ; took no ai6Uve part in pubb'c concerns ; 
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was engaged in no controverfy, nor involved in any 
perfonal difpute ; whofe days were rendered remark- 
able by no fignal inilance of either good or bad 
fortune ; and whofe whole life was pafled in one even 
and uniform tenor^ — and almoft upon one fpot, — 
where he inftru6ied youth in his fchool, and cultivated 
literature in the retirement of his clofet.— Yet 
thofe fhort notices, which my recolledlion preferves, 
or my inquiry has been able to obtain, concerning an 
author, whofe works will probably defcend to pof- 
terity, I ought not to withhold from the public, 
who will read his compofitions with increafed fatis- 
fa6lion, when they (hall know that the amiable 
qualities of his difpofition were not inferior to the 
vigorous powers of his underftanding. However 
confcious I may be of my own difqualification for the 
office of his biographer, reverence for his memory 
forbids me to negled a duty which my heart feels to 
be facred. I have fpent the greater part of my life 
with him ; and I will not leave his chara6ler to be 
eflablifhed upon report, which might be erroneous ; 
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or to be hereafter founded upon tradition, which muft 
of necefiity be uncertain and imperfe6t. 

Mr. Bishop was defcended from a refpe£bible 
family *. His father, George, was bom at Hollway, 
(the family eftate,) in the parifh of Catftock in Dor- 
fetihire. He appears to have quieted that place early 
in life ; and to have refidcd chiefly in London, or its 
vicinity. He married Mary Palmer, daughter of 
Mr. Samuel Palmer of Southover near Lewes; a 
defcendant of one of the younger branches of the 
antient family of the Palmers of Suflex. 

Samuel, his eldeft fon, and the fubjc6l of thefe 
memoirs, was bom in St. John's Street, London, on 
the 2iftof September (oldftyle) in the year 1731. 
He was tender and delicate in his bodily conftitution, 

• The family, 1 believe, was originally of Worccftcrfhire ; 
and deicended from John Bifhop, who married Agnes Alen, 
confin and heir to John Malefane De-la-More of that county : 
as appears by the Tower Records, Anno a Hen. IV. A.D. 1400. 
The Coat Armour born by the family, was granted to William 
Bilhop, of Hollway, in Auguft 1627. 
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yet gave earlj indicatioiw of uncommo* caqncky tnd 
application. Hit father, vrho was weU-inftrufted 
himfelfy and a roan of found judgmenty attended 
carefully to his education ; and noting the dawn of 
genius in his mind, determined that he fhould jeceive 
all the advantages of inflrudion and literary improve- 
ment, which a public fchool can afford. He was 
accordingly entered at Merchant-Taylors* School, 
London, in June I743» when he was between eleven 

and twelve years of age. From that time there 

appeared in him ftrong evidences of a marked cha- 
ra6ler, and peculiar defignation of mind. He foon 
became confcious of his own powers : he rofe above 
his fellows ; and attra6ted the notice and approbation 
of his mafters. He read with avidity, and compofed 
with fome fuccefs. His firft effays, however imperfeft, 
evinced great natural abilities, and an original vein 
of humour. The applaufe beftowed by his friends, en- 
couraged him to purfue his ftudies with redoubled 
aifiduity. Hlftory and poetry, I beh'eve, at firft 
divided his attention ; though the laft foon became 
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the predominant impulfe of his mind. He not only- 
acquired that claifical knowledge which is ufually 
obtained in a public fcminary> but alfo became inti- 
mately acquainted with the bed authors in our 
own language : and fome of his writings prove that 

m 

he had perufed Miltou, Dryden, Pope, and Swift, at 
an early age, with much difcrimination and critical 
jfudgment. When he was far advanced in the upper 
form of the fchool, the Rev. James Townley, then a 
very young man,' was eleded under-mafter. Poflcfled 
of a brilliant imagination himfelf, he obferved the ex- 
panding powers of genius in Mr. Bifhop ; and an in- 
timacy commenced between them, which continued, 
nninterrupted on either fide, during the remainder 
of their lives. Mr. Townley was a man of agreeable 
manners, and the happieft talents for converfation. 
Never overftepping the bounds of decorum, nevet for- 
getting the refpeft due to his own charader, or the 
feelings of others, he enlivened his difcourfe by per- 
petual fallies of genuine pleafantry. An elegant 
VOL. I. a 



writer himfelf, and a Ikilful judge of literary excel- 
lence*, he certainly contributed to form the tafte of 
our young Author j who waa proud to be noticed by 
hliCi and to be permitted to affift in preparing the exei- 
cifei for the days of public examination. Thofe which 
he fpoke hirorelf, were of hi* own compofition. The 
headmaftcT of Merchant-Taylors' at that time wa« 
Mr. Cliche, a diligent teacher, and a well-grounded 
(choUr ; though marked by fome fingularities of cba- 
i»a<r. Mr. Bi(hop often mentioned with gratitude 
the impTOTement whidi he had received under the in- 
AruAioD of that worthy man. 

On the Jithof June 1750, Mr. Bifhop was elefted 
to St. John's College, Oxford. He wae happy in 

■ McGarrick had fo high an opinion of Mr.Townley'i 
judgment, that he fubmitted liis own writings to his cor. 
reflioD. He wai the Author of " High Lift below Stairs," at 
eicellent farce commonly itlrihuled to Gatricli.— Mr. Murphj 
has denied thlifafl In his " Lift of Gairick,"— but has Tnce ae 
knowMged hii miftake, iiid promifed to correfl it whecevei 
Ukicoi*/ be 1 fecood edhioo of that viotk. 
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being placed there under the tuition of Dr. Fry, 
who with confiderahle learning, united a knowledge 
of the world, and the manners of a gentleman. He 
foon diftinguifhed Mr. Bifhop by particular regard, 
dflv^d his courfe of reading with friendly folicitude, 
and recommended to him the continual ftudy of the 
aaciCDts, as the mod corred models of compofition ; 
advice, which Mr. Bifhop followed with (lri£l at- 
tention, and always acknowledged with grateful re* 
collcflion.— — He was admitted Fellow of St. John's, 
in 1753: and in 1754, he took the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts. About the fame time he was 
ordained Deacon ; and Pried, I believe, in the fol- 
lowing year. He was then fettled in the curacy 

of Headley in Surry; whither he had r^^moved on 
account of a declining (late of health. Change of air 
foon reftored him. He continued to divide his time 
between Surry, and the univerfity, till the year 
1758, when he took the degree of Mailer of Arts. 

He quitted Headley in the fame year ; and came 
to rcHde entirely in London, 011 his bt:ing ckOi^^i 
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under-mafter of Merchant-Taylors* SchooL He w 

appointed alfo curate of St. Mary Abchurch ; ai 

fome time afterwards chofen lefturcr of St. Chrift 

pher-le-Stocks ; a church fince taken down for tl 

enlargement of the Bank. In 1762, his friei 

Mr. Townley, who had been eleded head-mailer tv 

years before^ introduced the adling of Latin plays; 

an exercife for the boys. The Eunuch, the Troad 

of Seneca abridged, and thelgnoramus cut down to 

farce, were reprefented at Merchant-Taylors* fevei 

nights. Mr. Garrick gave the fcenery ; Mr. Bifti( 

fumifhed fome of the prologues and epilogues 5 ai 

Mr. Townley's good tafte dire6led the whqle. The 

I 
theatrical exhibitions, though much applauded, wc 

continued no more than two feafons; the Merchai 

Taylors* Company difapproving of them, as likely 

draw the attention of the Scholars from more ufel 

purfuits, and more important acquirements. 

About this time Mr. Bifhop publifhed an « Ode 

the Earl of Lincoln on the Duke of Newcaftle's reti 

itient.'* It appeared without his name ; and was r 
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to much deiigned to attrad public attention, as to con- 
ciliate the favor of a noble family^ who honored with 
friendly regard the father of the lady, to whom Mr. 
Bi(hop then paid his addrefTes, and' whom he afterwards 
nuuTied* She was Mary, one of the daughters of 
Mr. Jofeph P^mery of Old Mailing near Lewes, and 
delcended from an elder branch of the family of the 
Mmers already mentioned*. His afFedion and 
deem for her continued through life with unabating 
&rce. What opinion he formed of her excellent 

* To the dercription of the Tillage of Angmering in the 
'^ IfiAory of Suilex,** this account of the Palmer family is 
iddedt 

" This town is rendered famous by the birth of John, Henry^ 
and Thomas Palmer, the three fons of Edward Palmer efq. then 
inhabiting it. Their mother was the daughter of one Mr. 
Clement of f9^ales, who joining in . the afliflance of King 
Beary y\l. from his landing at Milford-Haven to the battle 
at Bofvnrth Fields when he won the throne by killing King 
Richard III. was Awarded with feveral lands in this and the 
not county. It happened that their mother, at their birth, 
was above a fortnight in labour, and brought forth John the 
eldeft on JVhitJimday^ Henry on Trinity Sunday, and Thomas 
the Smday after. They all three proved brave and valiant 
aeo, and were on that account knighted for thtu icm^TVi^Nft 

«3 
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qualitiesi will be feen in his writings. By her he had 
only one child} a daughter *, whom he ever loved 
with the tendered regard^ and who is now <^ a living 
likenefs of htrfotbir.^' On his malrriage he fettled 
in Scots-yard} Bufh-lane ; and there wrote feveral 
eifays and poemsy which appeared in a periodical 
publication c^ed " The Ladies Club/' — printed in 
the Ledger. He alfo publifhedy by fubfcription} a 
volume of Latin poems, entitled " FerisB poeticsc ;'* 
which, tho^ remarkable for neat and elegant Latinity, 
was known only ta his friends, and a few literary 
charaders. It was often Mr.. Bifhop's lot to under- 
take that which was mod laborious, and leall bene- 
ficial.— ~ His intimacy with Woodward f, the co- 



fuccefTes, as well as famous for their nativities. From them are 
defccnded the knightly family of Palmers in this county and. 
Kent, of whom Sir JRoger Palmer was CofTerer to King Charles I. 
and died at above eighty years old." 

Magna Britannia, vol. v. p. 473* 

* Named Mary Palmer after her mother, and paternal grand- 
mother. 

f Mr. Woodward was affiled by Mr. Bilhop in compofing 
an entertainment for the ftage, to be called *' The Seafons;'*' 
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median, who had been educated at Merchant*Taylon% 
induced him frequently to turn his thoughts towards 
writing for the ftage : and he was perfuaded by his 
friend's folicitations to offer to the managers ** The 
- Fairy Benifon/' an interlude in imitation of Shake- 
%earef intended as a comph'ment to the royal family 
on the firft appearance of the Prince of Wales at the 
theatre. The manufcript was returned for alteration. 
Either the Author grew tired of the fubjed, or in 
the meanwhile fome more favored competitor ftept in. 
The Fairy Benifon was not aded^ Whether from 
£iflure in this attempt, or diffidence of his own abi- 
Kties, I know not ; but he reUuquifhed alfo a defign, 
which had engaged much of his attention, the writ- 
ing a tragedy for reprcfentation. The plot was 

and intended to have been exhibited in a (lile of fplcndor, at 
that time unexampled. Woodward had two favorite projeAs 
ioview; one was to bring out this fuperb pantomime; and 
the other to introduce his black fervant, whom he had in- 
(fan^ed, with infinite pains, to play Othello. In both thcfe 
fchemes he was difappolntcd, I believe by the refufai of the 
managers. 

34 
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founded on fome fubje6l of the Englifh hiftory, and I 
underftood that a part had been finifhed ; but not a 
fragment remains. 

Thcfe arc the only inftances within my knowledge 
in which Mr. Biihop attempted to apply his fingular 
endowments to the advancement of his own reputa- 
lion and fortune. From this period he devoted hit 
talents to the amufement of a few feled friends, and 
the laborious duties of his profeflion. 

In 1783 he was ele^ed head-mafter of Merchant- 
Taylors' ; how much to the reputation and benefit of 
the fchool, will not be fpeedily forgotten. He then 
removed from New £afinghall-ftreet, where he had 
refid^ fome years, to Suffolk-lane; and about the 
fame time took a houfe at Golder's-Hill, in the parifh 
of Hendon, Middlefex, where he and his family 
might occafionally retire for change of fcene and air. 
Mrs. Bifliop^s ftate of health appeared then very 
precarious ; and his own began to fafl. His mind, 
indeed, was perpetually engroffed by one objed. 
After he became head-mafter he allowed himfelf no 



or MR. BISHOP. XXV 



dme for relaxation or exercife. No perfonal comfort 
or eDJoyment was ever fuffered to come in compe- 
tition with the credit of the fchool. The recefs was 
often given up to the preparation for an approaching 
day of examination.' And for the ele£Uon-day alone 
be generally fupplied» from the fertile refources of his 
own mind, above one hundred different compoiitionf. 

He had the happinefs however to fee his merits 

acknowledged by his patrons, the Merchant-Taylors' 
Company,, who, in the year 1789, as a proof of their 
particular efteem, prefented him to the living of 
St. Martin Outwich in London, never before held 
together with the fchool. The Biftiop of Bangor, 
who had known him many years, and always honored 
him with the moll friendly regard, had before ob- 
tained for him, from the Earl of Aylesford, the 
rtGtoTj of Ditton in Kent. 

The ample income Mr. Bifhop now poffefftd he 
did not long enjoy. Bodily infirmities grew fall 
upon him. He was worn by repeated and fevere fits 
of the gout, inherited from his father, whofe confti- 
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tution was broken by that diforder before he wa 
thirty ; he began to deiire red and quiet ; and h 
found the labour of his employment too great fo 
his ftrength : yet his anxious fob'citude for th 
welfare of the fchool, made him unwilling to relin 
quifh his fituation. In the mean time, all thofe whi 
loved, him y obferved with concern, that his health wa 
gradually declining. 

At the latter end of the year 1794 he fuftained 
heavy lofs in the death of a mod worthy man, an< 
his deared friend, Mr. Dickins, one of the Prothc 
notaries of the court of Common Pleas, with who? 
he had lived in habits of the mod cordial affe^oi 
from the time they had known each other at college 
This event, entirely unexpe*Eled, was a fevcre (hock 
particularly to a mind already weakened by illnefs 
In the beginning of 1795 he was alarmed by ai 
oppi;eflion upon his breath, which came on witi 
great violence. It gave way in fome degree to thi 
power of medicine ; but his drength dimini{he< 
rapidly during the fpring. Dr. Pitcaim,. who at 
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tended him to the day of his deceafe^ had, from the 
beginning, no hope of his recovery. His diforder 
was water on the cheft. Of this it was not thought 
necefiary to apprife him ; though he had fufficient 
intimations what the event might be. He took 
occafion to exprefs the iincerity of his reh'gious 
fiuth ; and prayed fervently to the Almighty, that he 
vould extend protedion to his family. In regard to 
iA own future ftate he feemed perfedly at eafe. He 
was confined only a few days ; his mind was very 
little affected by deh'rium ; and ** brief burfts of 
fplendor" marked the brilliancy of his imagination 
to the laft. He felt no violent pains^ but a great 
degree of that refUefTnefs which ufually precedes dl£- 
Iblution. The principal alleviation he appeared to 
leceive in this ftate of fufifering, proceeded from the 
affedionate attention of his wife and daughter. Mrs. 
Bifliop's prefence infpired him with confiant delight ; 
and he often alluded to a compoiition of his own, in 
which he had faid, that his lad figh (hould breathe 
applaufe of her. On the Qiorning of the 17th of 
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November 17959 he concluded a life devoted to the 
duties of his office, and the fervice of the public : 
and on the 24th of the fame month, his remains were 
depoiited .in the rcflor's vault in the church of 
St. Martin Outwich.. 

Mr. Biihop was in ftaturc about the middle fize f 
well proportioned and well formed ; except that his 
cheft was narrow, which occafioned a (loop in hh 
(houlderSi and a depreflion of his head. His face 
was what would be oftener called pleafing, than^ 
handfome. His eyes were dark^ brilliant, and pene- 
trating : their natural luftre was heightened by the 
vivacity of their motion, and their expreflion was 
improved by the flexibility of his brows ; which were 
black, though not prominent; and marked llrong 
fenfe, rather than feverity; while -the fmile of good 
humour generally played round his mouth. TJhc 
whole countenance was highly animated, and fpokc 
the intelligent and candid charafter of his mind. It 
Acwcd undifguifcd every internal emotion : appear*. 
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ing fomewhat terrible^ when clouded hj anger ; de- 
lightfully comic» when exhilarated by mirth ; but 
moft ifiterefiingy when perfe£dy calm and placid. 

His addrefs was " frank, though not forward*'* 

There was in his manner no diftant pride, no fupei^ 

dlious affe6i:ation, nothing to difcourage or difcon- 

cert, nothing but what exprefled complacency and 

fimplicity of heart*— His converfation was fprightly 

and captivating ; though not fo much fupplied from 

the treafures of information, with which his mind 

was ftored, as from the playfulnefs of his fancy, and 

the original fources of his own imagination. Amiable 

and inoffenfivc pleafantries ; prompt and vigorous 

conceptions; apt, yet fingular illuftrations ; judg. 

ment, ready to mark nice diftinAions ; wit, eager to 

feizc diftant relations; remarks forcible, becaufe jufl; 

points (Inking, becaufe unexpe6led ; and a rapid fuc- 

cefiion of images, expreifed in appropriate language, 

wherein, however, elegance was Icfs regarded than 

ftrength ; thefe appear to be fome of the diftinguifh- 

ing chara&ers of his familiar difcourfe. His 
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temper was chearful and gay. inclined to enjoy the 
pleafures of focial freedom : and his difpoiition wai 
modcfty open, and friendly. Never afiuming or ia^ 
truiivey in his intercourfe with the world he mani- 
feiled a diffidence, and a delicacy of fentiment, pecu- 
liar to himfelf. It is true that he evidently felt 
an ingenuous pride in receiving honeil praife. But) 
if be delighted in the approbation of men of fenf< 
and virtue, he was firft careful to deferve theii 
efteem. At leaft he fcomed to folicit applaufe by an 
oftentatious difplay of his own good qualities, or by 
the affediation of virtues which he did not poflcfs, 
He permitted his fentiments to be vifible to all the 
world, difdaining any concealment ; and with a noble 
fpirit, choofing rather to fuffer by the bafenefs oi 
others, than to ftoop to a bafe adtion himfelf. H<i 
was eafy of accefs, ready to inform, and prompt tc 
oblige ; and he took a fincere and a£iive concern it 
the intereft of thofe he loved, freely devoting his bed 

powers to the fervice of his friends. His penetra 

tion was flrong rather than quick. Candid to maki 
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all fair allowance^ and not inclined to didrufty becaufe 
never difpofed to deceive, he fomctiines admitted 
infinuating men into a degree of intimacy, of which 
they were unworthy; but if his fufpicions were 
once awakened, he judged with fevericy. If Mr. 
Bifliop ever had an enemy, it was fome infmcere man 
of the world, who felt that his real difpofition was 
dctcfted. Where he difliked, he knew how to be 

repuUive. In his moral chara£ier he was eminently 

exemplary. Juft from principle, and religious from 
conviftion, he regulated all his adlions by the {lri£left 
rules of integrity ; and never, I am pcrfuaded, did aa 
iDteat'ional injury to any human being. 

As a minifter of a pariih, he was dih'gent in all the 
duties of his fundlion. Tempering zeal with mo- 
deration, he fecured the love of his parifhioners by 
conQllent propriety of condu£^, and by virtuous fim- 
pb'city of mannerd. He read the prayers of the 
church iQ a firm and devout tone ; and his fermons, 
[' wliich wete admired for clearnefs of argument joined 
L with power of expreflion, and for the happy union 
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of good fenfe and pietVy were delivered with great 
animation. Yet his elocution feemed to be the refuk 
of continued effort ; which was owing to a natural 
defed in the organs of fpeech, that had prevented 
him from articulating diftindly during the firft yean 
c{ his infancy^ till he had been in fome degree re» 
lieved by a chirurgical operation. His voice however 
was full and fonorous ; and his manner was always 
unaffe£ked and impreffive. 

Yet excellent as he was in his prieftly office, the cha» 
rad^er, in which Mr. Bifhop ihone with peculiar luftret 
was that of mailer of a fchool, — a charafler feldom 
eileemed or rewarded in proportion to its ufefulncft 
and excellence. No application of talents is more 
beneficial to fociety : and no man ever brought more 
ufeful talents, or more conftant application to this 
important work, than Mr. Bifhop did. The necef* 
fary qualifications, learning, integrity, and judgment^ 
he poffeffed in a fuperior degree. His abilities, na- 
turally great, were the qualities of a mind ever eager 
to obtain an increafe of knowledge. Both in the 
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Englifh and French languages, he repeatedly read the 
moil eileemed authors in polite literature ; and the 
Greek and Latin dailies were continually in his 
hindsy and the objedb of his enthufiadic admiration. 
Yet he did not rely folely on his own tafte or know- 
ledge; but confulted the various critics and com- 
mentators ; from a convid^ion, that it was his duty 
to oegledl no means of information which might be 
fcrviceable to his fcholars. In explaining to them 
the paflages feledled for their inftrudlion, no illuf- 
tration was withheld ; no di^culty unnoticed ; no 
allufion to ancient manners or cudomr., unremarked ; 
DO beauty of di£iion or fcntiment, left unobferved ; 
and no hint for moral or mental improvement, per- 
mitted to pafs without due regard. And all this 
was done with fuch friendly intercft, fuch frank 
famiUarity, and fuch condcfcending pleafantry, that 
the boys adlually looked forward to the time of 
lefTon, as to an hour of delight In his attend- 
ance at the fchool ht was invariably punAual, 
being always prcfcnt himfclf at the Hated hours of 
VOL. I. b 
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reading prayers, unlefs prevented by illnefs, or indif- 
penfable avocations. Whatever he undertook he 
performed with fidelity ; but his unremitting dili- 
gence at Merchant- Taylors' exceeded all that in- 
tegrity could require. It was the devotion of time, 
talents, h^lth, nay of life itfclf ! In the manage- 
ment of the fchool his difcretion was apparent. He 
avoided all unneceflary fevcrity, endeavouring, if 
podible, to intereft the feelings of his boys ; to win 
the affe6^ion of the ingenuous by kindnefs, and to 
reftrain the turbtilence of the perveifc by difgrace. 
His prudence always obferved and checked in the 
commencement, that fpirit of diforder, which If once 
permitted to break out, his authority might have 
been unable to quell. His excellence in this refpcft 
arofc from his forefeeing the refult of the meafures 
he purfued ; from his knowing when to indulge the 
lenient difpofition of his own mind, and when to 
reftram mifconduA by proper punifhment, — punifh- 
ment the more effedlual, in proportion as it was the 
lefs frequent. The good confequences of his condudl 
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were evident. There was no revolt or riot during 
the whole time of hi» continuance at the head of the 

fchool. Perhaps the mod ftriking feature in his 

chara£ker was this, that he could render even the office 
of a fchool-mailer engaging. H'u boys became fcholars 
mid gentlemen * ,• and they loved their inflruQor ! 

■ 

In regard to Mr. Bifhop's poetical talents, it be- 
comes mc to fpeak with diffidence. Yet fomething 
may be allowed to the anxiety of friendfhip, which, 
without prefuming to didate to the world, takes the 
liberty to offer a few general obfcrvations, the refult 
of long acquaintance with the fentiments and compo- 
fitions of the author. , 

He wrote with great facility : and I have known 
hiiDy after a day fpent in the labours of the fchool, 
produce, at one fitting, a copy of verfes of feveiity or 

• He dwelt with pleafure on the recoile£lion that he had 
educated io many defervin^ young men; and often, durin^r 
the latter part of his life, would delight to call himfclf the 
father of St. John*s College ; the prefident, and moft of the 
members of that (bciety, having been- his fcholars. 

b2 
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eighty lines. Many of his poems have been re- 
touched and finifhed with repeated care ; while feveral 
of them, particularly the fhorter pieces, though the 
rapid effufions of his mind, and often compofed 
during a faunter through the ftteets, have required 
little, if any, fubfequent amendment. In general it 
maybe faid, that his firft thoughts flowed with qulck- 
nefs and corredlnefs. Habitual pradlice had given 
him great readinefs ; and he ntglefttd no means of 
adding to the ftores of his intellcdlual wealth ; fct- 
ting down every idea that arofe from reading or con- 
verfation, which he conceived might afterwards be 
ufeful in compofition. 

The charader which principally diftinguifhes his 
writings, is an air of originality. His thoughts are 
commonly fuch as would fcarcely have occurred to 
any man except himfelf. If he fometimes repeats an 
0I4 ftory, he makes it his own by the manner of tell- 
ing : if he occadonally amufes himfelf with a mere 
play upon words, he often conveys ftrong meaning 
under apparent pleasantries : if he feldom attemp\s 
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the plaintive, he. gains poflcflion of our fcdings by 
mirth and good-humour : and if there are, in his 
compofitions, few efFufions of fenfibih'ty, there is 
much obfervation and knowledge of the human mind. 
The fimph'city and chaftencfs of his manner are re- 
markable : the combination of his ideas is always 
happy, though fanciful ; his allufions are apt, thougli 
not obvious ; and his wit is deh'ghtful, bccaiife never 

/orefeen. Every idea is brought to a ilrong point. 

In his epigrams particularly, the turn of the thought, 

and the conftruftion of the fcntence, tend to lead the 

reader imperceptibly to an objed, ftill prepared for, 

yet ftill concealed, till it burfts at once upon the view. 

In thofe compofitions wlure the ftntiment is at firft 

apparent, the ftrengih of expreflion is referved for 

the conclufion : and conceptions, fprightly in them- 

felvcs, are rendered doubly pleafing by the neatnefs 

of his language. The arrangement of his words is 

perfcAly eafy ; and they arc feledled and combined 

with fuch ikill, that they often fcem to have occurred 

of themfelves, and to have fallen naturally Into their 
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proper places. It would be diiSicult to infert one 
word in the room of another, and not diminifh tke 
beauty of the pafTage. His rhymes are good^ though 
frequently uncommon. In regard to his verfificationy 
he has introduced fo much variety in the paufes^ and 
in the ftrudure of his lines, that he has been 
fometimes condemned for the fuppofed negle6k of 
melody in his meafure. I had thought it neceflary 
to remark, in the firft edition, that " expreifion, 
rather than harmony*, was his obje6i :^^ and this I 

* A critic, to who(e juclgement I am difpofed to pay much 
deference, has obferved, that " he would have faid— «^^, 
" rather thaiabarmotty.** In ftria propriety of fpeech melody 
may perhaps be the preferable term ; but the ufe of ** har- 
** mony" and ** harmonious," in the fenfe in which I have 
employed thofe words, is fan^tioned by the practice of our beiV 
writers. Lord Karnes, I believe, was the fird perfbn, who 
marked a diftin^ion between melody and harmony, as appli- 
cable to the rythm of verfe; and I muft own, that his autho- 
rity has with me no great weight. I fliould not however have 
added this note, had I not conceived, that the term "harmony" 
prefentsto the mind the idea of " juft proportion of founds," 
from the loweft— to'the higheft, from the moft foft— to the 
moft (IroDg; that •* melody," on the contrary, fcems to imply 
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faid from a perfe6k knowledge of the author's par- 
ticular opinion. ' Thofe mellifluous modulations of 
foundi which our late poets have introduced upon 
every occafion, he thought dellru6kive of all fpirit^— 
wcarifomc, — and difgufting. Syllematically avoiding 
this error^ he might in his own prafkice incline to the 
oppofite ertrcme. In feme of his earlier compoii- 
tions he imitated, and with fuccefs, the numbers of 
Pope: but his mature judgment adopted that ilill 
more diverfiiied, perhaps irregular rythm, which dif- 
tinguifh^s many of the pieces in thefe volumes. Mil- 
ton and Dryden were his mod ellecmed models of 
compofition : but Milton and Dryden are not now in 
fafhion. And Pope himfelf, though he is allowed 
to " excel in the variety of his melody," yet has not 
efcaped cenfure for •* capital defefts" in feveral of 
his verfes, which the faflidious delicacy of a late 



the •* concord of fweet foundi" only; and that therefore the ge- 
neral ufe of the latter word, fmce the time of I^ord Kamcs, 
may hare contributed, like many of his critical remarks, to 
render Englifli verfification mon: and more monotonous. 
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critic* has pronounced to be "harfh and unpleafant." 
If, therefore, my friend is condemned on that ac- 
count, he fufFers in common with our mod eminent 
poets. Whether Mr. Bifliop thought his practice 
juftified by their authority, or whether he had formed 
his own plan of verlification, it is certain that the 
h'cences which he has taken, were almoft always the 
rcfult of defign, not the efFeCl of negligence. In 
feveral of his corredled copies, the laft alterations 
occaiion the very irregularities in queftion : and when 
feme of his poems were publiflied without his con- 
currrence in the periodical works of the 'day, the 
printers, by the help of apoftrophe, elifion, and evea 
the fubilitution of one word for another, generally 
contriving to reduce the h'nes to the ufual number of 
feet or fyllables, he would fay, that they had fpoiled 
thtm. Indeed it is ceitainly an erroneous fuppofition 
that our heroic vcrfe (and the remark is equally 
apph'cable to all Eugllfh metre) is limited to any fixed 
number of fyllables, or confined to any certain ar- 

* Lord Kaiie^. 
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nugcment of quantkiet : admitting different kinds of 
tect, it varies from ten to thirteen, fometimes even 
fonrtecnt fyllablcs : and this diverfity is fo £eur from 
offending, that it always relieves, and often deUghtSy 
tbe ear. In general the vowels omitted in wrki^g. 
vcrfe, are g^ven with great propriety in the Jj^aiii^* 
No reader of the leaft tafte ever drops the letter ftruck 
oit by an elifion, nor does even the apoftrophe con» 
bndy remove a fyllable from the pronunciation* 
Surely the real numbers of any verfe, are thofe which 
meet the ear in recitation, not thofe prefented to the 
eye upon paper. 

The farther inveftigation of this fubje£i is however 
Qoneceflary : it is fufficient for my purpofe that Mr. 
Kihop's pradice is not unprecedented ; and that our 
ooit eileemed poets will be found frequently to have 
taken thofe licences which are condemned in him,-* 
to have ** employed trifyllables andquadrifyllables*,". 

* When Dryden fpeaki of modern metre as con(Htuted of 
fiflyUiblei, he means /^^ of two fyUables;->when Lord Kames 
mentioDs diHyllables as pecuJiarly adapted* to lV\t coin^^\x\o%' 

r 

^ roL. I. e 
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*— -to have ufed words''* too long for their places, and 
which will not bear (hortening,"--and to have 
** dropped a fyllable," or rather, to have added one 
or more, which the reader cannot drop^ but muft of 
neceffity pronounce. This variety in movement fome- 
times improves even the harmony, no lefs than the 
cxpreffion : and if not, what is gained in force is more 
than a compenfation for what may be loft in melody. 
The juft union of thefe two requifites certainly con- 
ftitutes the perfe6Uon of veife. The doubt then, 
which may yet occur, is, how far Mr. Bifhop's 
poetical works pofTefs both thefe qualities? Feeble 
lines are rarely to be found in them ; ftrength, there- 
fore, they do poffefs in a great degree ; and of har- 
mony they have as much, perhaps, as may be confiftent 
with the fportive turn of the author's thoughts, and 
the nature of the fubje£ia which he has chofen. 



of Englifh Tcrfc, he means toords of two fyllables }— a material 
difierence ; which I do not recollect to have ever feen noticed 
by any of our critical writers. 
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•* The foftly (Weet-flowing Lydian mcafure** would ill 
fuit bh compofitionsy which abound in fudden burfts 
of wity are intended to exbilarate—^noK to ^' lull and 
(bothe — the mind," and confcquently feem, to require 
numbers varying aivi lively — rather than fmootb and 
harmonious. 

The refult of my own careful obfervation of my 
ftund's verfification is, that it is peculiarly adapted to 
the fprightlinefs of his ideas ; and being never languid 
nor monotonous, generally fatisfies at once both the 
ear and the underftanding. If the reader will take 
the trouble to fubflitute, not in one line only, but in 
different inftances, words of fewer fyllables, and a 
more regular meafure, in the place of thofe employed 
by Mr. Bi(hop, and obferve the confequent diminu- 
tion in eflfeft ; or if, after having perufed any produc- 
tion of our modern melodious verfifiers, he will turn 
to one of the following pages, and confult his own 
feelings, — ^he will then perhaps be the better able to 
appreciate juftly the excellence of a modulation, di- 
verfified/ forcible, and aptly expreflive •, vAiicYk. ol\.^^ 
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fcems almoft infeparablj united with the (entiment 

which it was defigned to convey. 

But however this queflion refpcdiing the anchor's 

rythm may be determined^ (and it is for xhtpubRc to 

decide!) I am perfuaded that as long as playfulnefs 

of fancy, and archnefs of wit, — difplayed in a con- 

ftant fucceffion of original and vigorous conceptions, — 

and heightened by the beauUes of a didion chafte 

and comprcfled, elegant and energetic,— -(hall intereft 

men's feelings, or command their admiration, fo long 

fhall Mr. Bifhop's poems maintain a refpe£Uble fta- 

tion among thofe works which do honor to tlie 

£ngli(h language. 

T. C. 
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O D E L 

ON THE KING'S MARRIAGE, 

fFRITTEN FOB. A FRIEND. 



L 

boFT rofe the gales, ordain'd to bear 

To Albion's coaft the chofen Fair, 

Her Monarch's future Bride ; 
Wheil, lo ! the Nymph, that loves to dwell 
Deep in the pearl -enamelPd cell. 

Where Alb is' waters glide^ 
High o'er the wave appeared, and fining 
Her coral lyre, and thus fhe fung : — 

B 2 
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II. 

** Go, (hare the glory of a Throne, 
** Where Virtues, worthy of thine own, 

** Congenial luftre (hed : 
** Go, ihare the tranfports of a bread;, 
** Whofe cares fliall give the Nations reft, 

" And raife th' affli<aed head : 
** Shall burft th* encroaching tyrant*s chain, 
" And bid Ambition rage in vain. 



III. 

** Obedient to the lot aiSgn'd, 

** Thy country gives thee to mankind, 

** And turns her raptur'd eye 
** (Prophetic of thy future claim) 
^ To every dearer, nobler name, 

** To every ftronger tie,— 
<< When grateful Nations fhall contend 
'^ To hail thee, Mother, Queen, and Friend. 
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IV. 

" Juft to a Patriot's generous cares, 
" Indulgent to a Kingdom's prayers, 

** Heaven's Happieft influence fhone ; 
** Each glory Vidory's wreath beftows, 
** Each radiance that from Virtue flows, 

** At once adom'd the Throne : 
** The Brave, the Good, the Juft, approved, 
** And Freedom prais'd,— becaufe fhe Iov*d. 

V. 

•* Thou, when domeftic fcenes of joy 
•* His dearer, tenderer cares employ, 

** Shalt feize the favouring hour : 
** Thoughts, which thy foftnefs will fuggeft, 
*' Shall charm at once, and raife his breaft, 

** And Love give Virtue power 2 
" Some added Wreath his brow (hall bind ; 
** Some added Good enrich mankind* 

B 3 
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VI. 

** Then fliall he blefs thy kind concern^ 
^ Gladly to Love and Thee return, 

** And own his toils repaid ; 
** Shall own that Heaven for him prepared 
** The nobleft toils, the beft reward ; 

** And trace from Thee convey'd, 
** To every age, on Britain's Throne,, 
«« Defert and Glory>— like his own.'* 



ODS S. 



O D E IL 

TO THE QUEEN ON HER BIRTH-DAY. 

WRITTEN 1764. 



X* ROM all the bllfs a Queen can feel. 
When a whole grateful Nation pays 

(Ardent in duty, bold in zeal) 
The annual tribute of it's, praife, 

n. 

The Royal Dame a moment dole,— 

Laid down the wreaths her people wrought. 

And, wrapt in fweet fufpence of foul. 
Indulged a Mother's tendcreft thought. 

B4 
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III. 

Where^ iboth'd by Slumber's knient hand,. 

Two Boysy her infant offspring lay. 
Intent (he took her fUent (land ; 

And gave each rifing pafHon way^ 



IV. 

By turns Complacence fmooth'd her brow,. 

And Care all-anxious fiufli'd her cheek ; 
Now glow'd Remembrance, — Fondnefs now 

Infpir'd what utterance could not fpeak. 



V. 

Oft Fancy— prompted by concern. 
To urge an half-form'd tear began ; 

And Hope, that made her bofom bum, 
Finiih'd the pearl, and down it ran. 
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VI. 

While thus flie Aood, and look'd, and lov'dp, 
And fonder ftill» and happier grew^ 

(For every look her lore improT'dy 
And love ftill fwtetcn*d every viewj 



VII. 

Unfeen the Chenibs hover'd near, 
Whom Fate to gnard her fons cirdainM ; 

They mark'd each joy (he felt, each tear. 
And thus alternate fpeech maintained & 



VIIL 

** Sec*' f faid the Heav*n-bom Form, wbofe care 
Britannia's elder hope empIoyM) 

^ What thoughts the Parent's bofbm fhare, 
** While Majefty is unenjoyM. 
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IX. 

** Yet kaowy. O Qaeen !- 'tis but begun 
** The ftrong fenfation thou muft prove ;; 

^ Each year, that waits its courfe to run,, 
**^ Will bring new ecftafy of love^ 



** How will the foul, that fcarce fuftains 
** Ev*n now the dear employ to trace 

** Features, where filent beauty reigns,. 
<< Mere infant innocence and grace !. 



'* How will it throb, beneath th' ezcefs,. 
** The pangs, the agony of blifs. 
When from thofe lips foft founds fhall prefs 
To greet another day like this ! 
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XII. 

** How will the blood, thro* every vein 
" Run thrilling to the Mother's heart ; 

^ When fhe fhall fee her Boy maintain^ 
" In the Boy's iport, the Prince's part ! 



xin, 

" How will her bofom pant, to read 
** In every part fome likenefs caught $ 

" Some iemblance of his Father's detd^ 
" Some copy of his Mother's thought ! 



XIV. 

** What will fhe fay, when Reafon's voice 
** Calls the young powers of iftion forth, 

** Prompts him to choofe,— and founds his choice 
** On plans of dignity and worth 1 
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XV. 

** How will (he dread each Yice (he fees» 
'* Each gay temptation Courts difplay^ 

** The charms of pleafure, graiidettr> cafe, 
** The fiiares that glitter to betray ! 



XVI- 

« What blifs will intercept her fear, 
** Whene'er flie {ce% her Hero rife^ 

•• Tender to ad, yet ftill fevere 

** To fcorn, what virtue (hould deipiie t 



XVIII. 

*' What gcniat warmth will raife her jnind» 
** When any patpcA feems to fay, 

** He knows what ferrke to mankind 
^* The Great muft owe, the Good nrnft pay ! 
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*^ When Echo dweUs upon his name, 
** And giTcs it to the nations roandt 

** How will her heart enjoy th' acclaim^ 
'* And beat and fpxing to every found !'* 



XIX. 

So faid th' angelic Spirit ; and ceas'd :— 
And thus his Fellow-guardian cry'd : 

'^ By all thefe joys» and all increased) 
" The Mother's fondnefs muft be ttyd. 



XX. 

« While forward, thro' each coming year, 
** Maternal care her eyes ihall caft, 

** My younger Boy, that flumbers near, 
" Will gtTC her back again the paft : 
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** Will fliow her «vcry charm renewed, 
** Each native charm his Brother bore ; 

•* Or with peculiar powers endu'd, 
** Awake a joy imfelt before 4— 



XXII. 

** That while the hopes her Jirft-bom gave 
** Are crown'd by every future deed ; 

** Her equal love may fee as brave, 
** As dear a progeny fucceed.'* 



XXIH. 

Scarce had he {poke, when fhouts and fong 
ClaimM in the Queen her Britain's part ; 

?5he heard — and tow'rd th* applauding throng 
Tum'd all the fullnefs c£ her heart. 
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ON ELOQUENCE, 



I. !• 

Auspicious influence marks th' important^liotiry 

When confcious fympathy owns th' aagnft coptrouly 
Which, ftrong to triumph in Ferltiafkm^s power. 
Alarms, arrefts, impels, xonmuotdi .ibfi fiinl/ 
Accordant Paflions recognife it's fwayfv" v 
Conviacedy applaud it ; or fubdued, dbey^ 
The vocal Magic quells them, as they riie |- 
It calls, and Reafon hears ; it blames, and Folly dies. 
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I. 2. 

^Twas thus of old the Man of Athens fpoke. 

When valour languifh'd at the crufli it fear'd ; 
While Ph I LI p fonn'd for Gre e cb th' opprobrious yoke $ 

Now luird, now brav'd, the Spirit once rever'd : 
** Awake," hecry'd, ** repel the Intruder's bkiw! 
" Diftruft the fubtle, meet the daring Foe 1 
^* 'Tis floth> not Philip, that difarms your rage ;— 
•* Succefs will crown the war, which Honour's chain* 
** pions wage." 

1.3- 
Silent, awhikt the crowd attendt 
T^ro' gradnai energies afcend, 

Ttorn: Shame to Hope« Revenge, Difdain : 
They bluih^ refled, refolve, unite; 
Defy the attack ; demand the fight ; 
•And ipom th' infulting Traitor's chain : 
Their throbbing breafts exalted impulfe fhow ; 
And all their Sires in all their bofoms glow ! 
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IL I. 

Yet not to ixmfe alone th' emafculate mindf 

Or nerve the warrior's arm, does Speedi difplay 
Refiftleft role:— all- various^ unconfin^df 
It brings the foft feniktions Into day ; 
It gives the meliorated heart to feel 
New joy &om pity, and from joy new zeal ; 
Smoothsthe ftemiFront,which hardUcfentments Ratlsi^ 
And bends tumultuous Will to Candour's nuld doNppiaiQ* 

IL a. 

8och was the bland eSt&f when CicsA&'s e^ 

To Tully's plea derout attention gave ; 

And dieck'dy in Indignation's mid career. 

The World's Proprietor flood th' Orator's flave : 

« I fhow thee, Caefar," faid the Sage, " I £bow 

" A Prize, no Conqueft ever could beftow: 

" Thyfelf muft give it to thyfclf alone,— 

'< 'Tis Mercy's haliow'd Palm i— O make it all thine 

" own !" 
yoL« /« c 
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11.3- 
The mighty Mafter of mankind^ 
. Lur*d by the potent fpell, refign'd 
Each parpofe of feverer thought ; 
Forgot the wrongs, the toils he bore ; 
Indulged vindidive Wrath, no more ; 
And was, whatever Tully taught : 
When Tully urg'd the convi<ft Suppliant's praye 
'Twas Pride to aflent ; 'twas Luxury to fpare 1 

III. I. 

B&iTAiN I for thee, each emulous Mufe has wrouj 

Some votive Wreath, fome Trophy of Renown 

Some Meed of Excellence, Sons of thine have caug 

Where'er Exertion ftrove for Merit's Crown : 
Where then more aptly can the Power divine 
Of Claflic Speech with genuine vigour fhine. 
Than where the Virtues live, whofe genial fire 

« 

Could Rights like thine aflert, and Laws like thi 
infpire ? 
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III. 2. 

Methinlcs I fee a land of Patriots rife 

Sablime in native Eloquence ! around 
Th' aftonifli'd Nations fix their eager eyes ; 

And wonder, while they tremble at the found. 
They learn what labours fill the Hero's life. 
What ftedfaft dignity, what generous ftrife ! 
What efforts bed adorn him, and improve, 
Judice, and bold Emprize, Benignity, and Love ! 



III. 3. 

Riv;^ of Deeds in annals old. 

By Greek and Roman Genius told, 

O juftify another claim ! 
With all their fplendid Praife in view, 
Preferve their manly Eloquence too. 
To grace thy more illuftrious Name ! 
The long records of British Glory fwell 
With Worth, which only British Tongues can tell ! 

c t 
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ODE IV. 

ON DAY. 

I. 

1 hron'd m Empyreal Glory's blaze, 
Th* Omnipotent call'd forth a living Ray : 
" Go fpccd,*' he faid, " thy flight benign ! 
•* And where I draw Creation's line, 
«« Be thou the Torch of Day !" 

II. 

Proud of fo high beheft 

Thro* God's auguft abode. 
The obedient Beam a Sun confeft, 

la Orbed Splendor rode. 
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Upward her eye impregnate Nature caft. 

And haiPd the warm Effulgence as it pad : 

Life glow'd more vigorous, Beauty (hone more gay : 

The Power, whofe bleft decree 

Bade Life and Beauty be. 
To crown all Life and Beauty gave tht D^j. 



III. 

Acrofs the wilds, amidft the groves^ 
Mark where the feathered Nation roves I 
While eager Vifion fcarce purfues 
Th' eternal change of glittering hues ! 
Yet vain thofe glittering hues, and vain 
Muft that eternal change remain, 
Till Day, profuft of Light, illume 
Each fhadowy tint, nd flafli on every plume. 
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IV. 

Lo where the Eagle cuts his way^ 

Towering athwart th' immenfe of flcy ! 
No bounds his daring pinion day ; 

No radiance dims his ardent eye. 
Him heavenly Wifdom form'd of old. 

Excels of fpirit to diiclofe ; 
And taught his ftedfaft courfe to hold. 

Where Day's qoncentrate Luftre rofe. 

V. 

Thus he through tracklefs heights unwearied foars^ 

Glad Day meanwhile falutes the flowery train. 
Where fweets exhale from thoufiind, thoofand pores 

And laviih Vegetation clothes the plain. 
Nor fcom his chearing fervors to expand 

The faithful marigold's recovering bloom ; 
Whofc clofing buds a mournful progeny (land. 

While eve's chill ihades their fullen reign aiTume. 
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VI- 

Bufy dm afli^s mine ears I 
Hurried echoes round me play I 
'Tis War's rude voice ! her banner 'd Pomp flie rears^ 
lAfolent to flaunt it in the face of Day i 
Commerce ! rear thy banners too 1 
Raife thy (hout of Civic Glee i 
Day will rejoice thy trophied March to view. 
That blazons Patriot Reign and peaceful Polity, 

VIT. 

Heahh, O Day ! exults to greet thee ! 
Lufty Strength fprings forth to meet thee J . 
Enterprife is fond to ufe thee ! 
Hope, midft gathering gloom, renews thee I 
Science ! Genius ! love to race thee, 
Grac'd by thee I and ikilPd to grace thee ! 
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VIII. 

At heedlefs cafe in thy prolific IlHtf 

The tawny native of more Torrid Lands 
Baik$ him htzurious t'—while beneath his feet 

His rampant crop, an nafimght harveft ftands. 
To Temperate Climes viciffitude like thine 

Alternate profit and delight ftipplies ! 
Care refts from toil> iecure^ at thy decline : 

Reft plans new toils, fecure to fee thee rife ! 
Ev*n on his rock of everlafting Froft 

The hard inhabitant of Greenland's fhore 
Buys thy brief ftay, at twofold winter's coft. 

And bat refits thee, to enjoy thee more ! 
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O D E V. 

ON INSTRUMENTS OF MUSIC. 



I. 

*^HSK£ health and high fpirits awaken the morn^ 
Anddafli tliro' the dews, that impearl the rough thorn> 

Ta-ihouts and to cries 

Shrill Echo replies ; 
Willie the Horn prompts the fhouti and the flioot 
greets the Horn. 

11. 
Loud acroTs the upland groiind» 

SiMEfetly mellowing down the vale^ 
The changeful Bills ring jocund rounds 

Where Joy beflrides the gale ; 
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Herald eager to proclaim 

The Lover's blifs, or Hero's fame. 

in* 

Shall the Fiddle's rprightl7 ftrain^ 
In Pleafure's realms our feet detain, 
. Where Youth and Beauty in the dance 
Borrow new charms from Elegance I 

M 

IV. 

Or fhall we ftray. 
Where (lately thro' the public way, 
Amidft the Trumpet's clangors and th' acclaim 
Of civic zeal, jn long proceffion move 
Nobles and Chiefs of venerable fame ; 
Or haply Sovereign Majefty difplays 
To public view the luftre of its rays, 
And proves at once, and wins, a Nation's love* 
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V. 

Hark ! how the folemn OrgJI calls 
Attention's iobeif ears to hallow'd vralls ; 
Where meek, yet warm, beneath the Temple's fliade 

Devotion feeks iBfith fiedfaft ef60. 
The God, whofe Glories every gloom pervade, 
To ,whom for ever prayer is ma4^ 

And daily praifes rife ! > ^'/A 






VX. 

What notes in fwifteft cadence running. 

Thro' many a maze of varied meafure. 
Mingled by the mailer's cunning. 

Give th' alarm to feftive pleafure ? 
Cambria! 'twas thus thy Harps of old, 

Each gallant heart's recefs explorf'd ; 
Announcing Feats of Chieftains bold, 

To grace the bofpitable board. 






vir. 

Mark iHk^ tlie Soldier's eye 
Looks proud defismce ! ifow his heart beats high 
With gkrioos lexpedation ! What infpires — 

What fifliu his mafttal fires > 
4 What hat the power of Sound ? 
The clamorous IS^m t his anxious ardour raife, 

l^s blood flows quicker round $ 
At once he hears, he feels, enjoys, obeys. 



VIII. 

Where gathering ftorms incefiant lower. 
And niggard Nature chills th' abortive grain ; 

From her bleak heights fee Scotland pour 
Blithe Lads and Lafles trim ; an hardy train, 

Down the ci^, and o'er the lea, 

Following ftill with hearty glee 

The Bagpipes mellow minllrclfy. 



IX. 

Where cloudlefs funs with glowing dies 
Tinge Italy's ferener ikies. 

Softy the winding lawBi^^ftlongy 

The Lover's Lute complains ; 
While lixig'ring Echo learns tbe fim^. 
Gives it the woods* and loth to loie 
One acBBUt of th^^ltflpai&on'd Mufe, 
Bids woods return it to the plains. 



X. 

Time was when^itretth'd beneadi the beechen ihade» 
The fimple Shepherd warbled his fwect lay $ 

Lur'd to his ruftic*^tlEED the gentle maid, 
Welcomed the morn, and caroll'd down the day. 

Why do our Swains depart from ancient lore ? 

Why foimds no Paft'ral Reed on Britain's (bore i 

— The Innocence, which tuned it, is no more ! 



go '^Y M K. 

jBBsa— a ' 1 a9BiMites===== ■ "' 



x j^ 



HYMN. 

ON THE SPRING. 



While Nattkre, full of milder grace, 
Expefts the glad return of Spring ; 

Already fee the feathei^^race "^ 
Chaunt jocund on exulting wing ! 

The rifing flowers, the budding trees. 
Each airy fongfter's notei infpire. 

Nor ihall my Mufe forget with thefe 
To join the univerfal Choir* 

Hail! Parent! God! Creator! hail! 

Rich fount of life, of fenfe, of joy ! 
Thy praife, *till this weak tongue fhall fail. 

For ever ihall this tongue employ. 
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When mom difpels the fhadl» of night;, 
1 trace thee thro' the livelong dmf ; : A 

When eve focceeds retiring light. 
Thy NalW ftiU animates my lay* 



/, 



While -Canght by thy unerring {kill, 
Succeffive feafons intervene, 

Earth all-obedient lipars thy will. 
And fpreads the vegetable fcene. 



'Thy ftUil^ the herald of thy praife. 

Fills with new life the pregnant plains. 

Pours on each Ipot the vital rays ; 

Bid» each be bom ; and l;(§ra, fuftains. 

The brood, that crowds the wat*ry fpace. 
The rapid ftreams, and trickling rills. 

The infeS troops, the reptile race, 
The cattle on a thoufand hills. 



f^i « y M Nw 



AUp all jeoofeftjdiy tender care» 
- And tjibe Almighty Power proclaim ; 
Thro' earth and feat suid track^e^ air^ 
The roict of Nature is the flme« 

The litight aiTembled wMlds oa highf 
Roll conftant thro' the Jiquid fpace^ 

With fparUing glories 0i th^ {kjf 

Where ibj great hand d<:fqribes die\r race. 

The dew^nt clouds, fbr Thee^ jtlnir Loatif 
DtfUn the gende kindly fhow'ri 

Or, ready to fulfil thy wQrdf 
7he fierce ii^tiaeus fion^ent ppurm 

Reftrain'd by thee, the fanning gales 
Tjbe thick wood's waving furface fweep^ 

Or, loos'df ru(h head-long thro' ^ valef^ 
And plow the hoarfen^founding deep. 
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At thy command, in filent flakes 
Congeal'd defcends the fleecy (how ; 

Vail ice incrufts tke ftagnate lakes ; 
And flre»ns arrefted, ceafe to flow. 

By thy Akmghty Nod enlarg'd. 
The awful thunder fliakes the flctes ; 

And thro' the cleft expanfe difcharg^d. 
Sudden the forked lightning flies. 

** See this, thou madly ftubbom mind, 

•* Whom wilful error leads aftray ; 
** Whofe eye to fair experience blind, 

** Amidft the <:iiK:ling blaze of day, 

** Can fee no Providence Divine, 
«* The wife, the wond'rous plan advance ; 

** No Pow*r fupreme thro' Nature fhine ; 
** No world but this ; no God but chance. 
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" Put off the mean, the fatal pride, 

" Which turns thy foot from truth's plain road, 
" And own a God alone fupplied 

•* The very ppw'r to doubt a God. 

** rrom Him, th' exhau(Uefs fource of good, 
" Thy parts, thine adtive fpirits flow ; 

** Thro' His kind aid is underftood 
*^ All art can teach, all man can know. 
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" And art thou ftill perverfely wrong ? 

** Thy rafli refolves can nothing move ? 
" Not all th' amazing proofs that throng, 

" Within, around thee, and above ! 

" Perfift ! but know the day will come, 

" (Be fure 'twill come ; — ^perhaps 'tis near !) 

** When thou, beneath convidion dumb, 
" Conf^s'd and confcious (halt appear ;— 



H Y M N, 3J 

** When thou with fhame, remoiie, and tears, 

•* Shalt Qpen thine unwilling eyes ; 
" Shalt feel the truth thy folly fneers ; 

•* Shalt try the Pow'r, thy pride denies !" 

Exalted then to perfefl blifs. 

O'er worlds of joy the good Ihall rove ; 
Who fought thofe happier worlds in this, 

Thro' faith, integrity, and love. 

Tranfporting thought ! — " O God ! thy grace, 

** As onward dazzled reafon goes, 
** Bright and more bright it's beam difplays ; 

" More glorious fcenes of wonder fliows !" 

In vain, my Mufe, thy hand effays 

To tune the faintly-founding (hell ; 
Leave to Eternity the praife, 

Wliich fcarce Eternity can tell. 
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MAN OF TASTE. 



xxENCE ! Phantom ! weak, and vain^ 
Fashion ! of Indolence and Folly born ! 

NursM by Conceit and Scorn ! 
And cradled in the wild, diftemper'd brain ! 

Go ! Hoyden, as thou art, 
A fuU-grown Baby ! fkittifh ! prone to range ( 

Chang'd, evermore to change ! 
Find out ibme high tower's pinnacle ! and watch 

The fhifting vane to catch. 
That veers with every blaft, to every part ! 

But come ! thou fober Influence, 
Whom Genius bore of old to Sense ! 

D4 
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Taste, thy Name ! —Beneath a (hade, 
By arched oaks embowering, made, 
Sense his ftand, deep-fnufmg, took; 
With' fixed foot, and ftedfaft look. 
Nature's handy- work furveying ;— 
Where fruit and flower the meads arraying, 
Lavifh of hues, that might outvie 
The many-tinged rainbow's die, 
Show'd heavenly pencilling !— What time 
Genius, the Wood-nymph, in her prime 
Of bloom and fpirit, pad along ; 
Light of heart ; and frank of fong ; 
Vagrant, on a fleet Zephyr's wing, 
Plund'ring the magazines of Spring ; 
Vermil tints, and perfum'd air. 
Gathering here ; and fcattering there ! 
Her the thought-wrapt Being efpied 
Glancing comely by his fide ; 
And, with fudden paflion fir'd, 
Follow'd ftill, as She retir'd : 
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Soon won, with ardent vows, her mind. 
And in meet Efpoufal join'd, 
In happiefl; hour the Bride embraced ! 
— Hence th* aufpicious Birth of Taste ! 

Come ! decent Nymph ! in ample veft ; 
Of feemly-fuited colours dreft !— 
Come thou. Taste ! and bring with thee. 
The Maiden, meek Simplicity ! — 
Come ! and give mine eye to dray, 
Where thou deigneft to difplay 
Thy doedal pow'r, fuch grace to teach. 
As Nature loves, but cannot reach ! 

Let us oft our vifit pay, 
(In the pure matin prime of day. 
E'er the high fun hath drank the dews,) 
To where the Poet courts the Mufe ! 
Kim,' I mean, who bows the knee. 
In homage dill fubmifs to Thee ! 
Whom thy fteady rule hath taught 
To form the Plan, and point the Thought ; 
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To Paffion all it's voice to give ; 
And bid the warm Defcription live ! 
Him, who ne'er in evil hour, 
Miftaking ftrong de(ire for pow'r, 
Couples ideas vague and rude, . 
Match'dy without dmilitude ! 
Where, wedg'd in heterogeneous rank. 
Tall Metaphors each other flank ; 
And feem in fuch confufion fet. 
As if they wondered how they met : 
Or under an huge pile of Phrafe, 
Which idly-grouped Figures raifc 
With blank and alien Epithets, 
The dull drudge A£Fedtation fweats ! 
Nor let my foot the fpot forbear. 
Where Judgment takes the critic chair ; 
Commanding at her fide to (land, 
Candor, and Spirit, hand in hand ; 
Bidding mine eye fome canvas trace, 
Where the bold Outline's foft'ned grace, 
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Ezpreffion rich, and chafte Deiign, 
With delicate Negled combine ; 
Till rapt attention^ fairly caught. 
Fill me with all the Painter's thought ! 

Haply, foine rifing Dome fhall claim 
My glad obfervance ; where the Dame 
Propriety, throughout prefiding. 
Plan, Meafure, Execution, guiding. 
Blends neat Convenience with Expence, 
Proportion with Magnificence : 
While Attic Elegance and Eafe 
Help Roman Grandeur more to pleafe ; 
And Roman Grandeur doth advance 
The Attic Eafe and Elegance ! 
My foul, meanwhile, with rapture- ranging 
O'er parts in aptefl order changing. 
Sees every Art of every Coaft 
Become my Country's gradual boaft. 

Or if dome die objeds wake 
Mine inclination ; let me take 
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Befide the Family Hearth, my ftand. 

Where, Good-nature, blithe and bland. 

Calls, with more than magic force. 

Every Grace and Joy of courfe ; 

Speeding the buxom hours along, 

With converfe fweet, free jeft, prompt fong ; 

Teaching each excellence to find 

The inmoft bofom, where influ-in'd 

Sits chafte Decorum ; holding fliti 

In bands of filk the truant Will ; 

While Mirth and Virtue walk at eafe ; 

Prone to be pleas'd ; and glad to pleafc. 

Sometime wand'ring, let me meet. 

Seldom found, "the blifsful Seat, 

Where Difcretion, mildly fage> 

Watches o'er the rifing age ; 

Warning ftill the parent's care 

To fnatch from Folly*iB gripe, his heir ; 

LeiToning the "^rgin cars of youth 

» 

In that moil glorious fcience— Truth — 
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Truth of Thought,— due praife to give i 

Truth of Heart,— to a^ and live ! 

Or training for the public fcene. 

The focial confcioufnefs ferene ; 

Which founds (un-dup'd by popular names) 

On general duties, private claims ; 

And general claims, where'er they rife, 

By private duty's ftandard tries : 

Convinc'd that, in dominion's fcale 

Whatever civil plans prevail, 

The Almighty word, which form'd this ball^ 

Made Man for Man ; and All for All. 

Taste !^f with me thou deign to dwell. 
Let figns like thefe, thy influence tell ; 
Mode, Whim, Ezpence, and awkward Pain, 
Ufurp thy femblance, all in vain } 
Invention, with Proportion join'd. 
Ardor corredled. Strength refin'd. 
Announce (in fpite of crude pretence) 
The Child of Genius and of Sense ! 
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Seraph of Truth! {Thou who to Imlar's fon, 
MiCAiAH, Seer of the Moft High, didft fhew 
The lying fpirit, from the Throne of God 

Sent forth-, to lure with language of fair hope 

Ah Alt, death-doom'd, to Ramoth,) Oh! vouchfafe 

A moment of thy luftre to mine eye, 

Elfe dark ; and guide me, inexpert and weak, 

Thro' argument, to mortal phantafle 

Infcrutable, fave with Cdeleftial Aid. 
Af duous the tafk to fix the wilful mind 

Of heedlefs Man ! and lead intelligence 
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To it's prime fourcc, the One Great Infinite, 

The Firft, Supreme, Effential Excellence, 

Glorj of Glories ! Majefty of Might ! — 

— Bleft Contemplation ! could the Preacher dwell 

For ever on that theme ! — But ah ! too foon 

Juftice amidft th' eternal attributes 

Lifts her ftern front ; and to reflexion's glance 

Unfolds a crimfon Regifter ^ the Heart 

Confcious recoils ; and owns the dreadful record 

A tranfcript of itfelf. — Where now, vile Man ! 

Where, Sinner ! where. Pollution ! is thy refuge ? 

The Power, the Wifdom,— and whatever thou faw'ft 

In Him, the Almighty— faw'ft rejoicing — now 

But ferves to arm with tenfold energy 

Affronted Vengeance I—And th' Empyreal Brightaefs 

(Brightnefs to pure Angelic Spirits,) to Thee 

Gleams kindling Terrors of Omnipotence, 

And flaming (hafts .of Wrath inevitable. 

Yet e'er thou fink beneath th' incumbent weight 
Of Guilt, and of Difmay, attend once more 
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The Preacher's call— Raife, thou appalPd, thy face 
Again toward Heaven's high Throne ; look up; and fee 
Incarnate Deity, the Word, the Life, 
The Word of Life, the Life of Righteoufhefs, 
The very confubflantial Son of God, 
Become thy Advocate, thy Expiation, 
Thy Health, thy Stay, thy Heritage for ever ! 
Oh ! glorious Tidings ! Oh fupreme delight 
Togivethefe tidings to Mankind! 
To point Redemption out ! to pour the balm 
Of Peace and Comfort on Defpair ! to lead 
Repentant fenfe to Faith ; and Faith to Purity, 
And Purity taZeal, and Zeal to Virtue, 
And Virtue to the Chriftian's high pre-eminence, 
His eflence, his perfedlion— Charity ! 

Such purpofe, fo important, dignifies 
The Preacher's occupation : — ^ill difcharg'd 
When Pride aflumes the veil of Sandity, 
Adminift'ring thro' fpiritual dominion 
To lordly empire o'er the lives of men ; 
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Such as in Rome, or fartheft Paraguay, 
PontiflF or Jefuit, by threats or wiles, 
Bull, Relique, Legend, Sophifm, Sword, or Fire, 
EftablifliM. — Nor doth he difhonour lefs 
His hallow'd Calling, who for DoiSrines ^ives 
Interpretation, private, perfonal, 
Fantaftic, or unfruitful ; changing thus 
The Image of the Sole Immutable, 
To likenefs of mere Man. — Nor he, who, fir^d 
By worldly objedls, lucre, or th* acclaim 
Of fhallow multitudes, makes holy Truth 
; Delufion's inftrument. — Nor he, who pines 
Envious of excellence, and iow'rs gaun): fcom, 
If chance a brother's merit rife to view. 

Far other figns, far other principles 
Mark the true Preacher; mark his life, his judgmenti 
His eloquence, his converfe, his affedions. 
Meeknefs, Complacence, gentle Sympathy, 
Cheerful Conceflion, manly Perfeverance, 
The Dignity of Truth, the CondcTcenQon 
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Of ever-during Patience and fweet Candour, 

The Wifh, the warm Solicitude to fpread 

Good-will, improvement, amity, joy, confidence, 

Salvation,— thefe infpire him — thefe exalt 

His thought, a(5l, fpeechr - Thou alfo. Virgin-born, 

Saviour of Men ! Thou alfo giv*ii thy Spirit 

To him, whom thou approved, — Him, whofe zeal 

Defcribes Thee, as Thou art j Author and Finifher 

Of Faith, Obedience, peaceful I»^Ede(ly, 

And Love uncircumfcribed j — who, moft refembling. 

But teaches mortals to refemble thee 

By Holinefs on earth ; — that, made hereafter 

Immortal like thyfelf, they may partake 

Thy purchas'd Kingdom,— purchased by the pains 

Of fitffering Godhead ; and around thy feat 

Clad with ethereal Radiance, refoiind 

Thj triumphs— Sin abolifliM, Death deftroy'd, 

The Juft made perfect, and thy Faithful -ones 

Thron'd in Beatitude for Evermore ! 
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FAIRY BENISON; 

AN INTERLUDE: 
IN JMlTjiTJON OF SHAKESPEARE. 
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the Princje of Wales Ihould be prefent.] 
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THE 

FAIRT BENISON; 

AN INTERLUDE. 



SCENE L 

Enter Puck. 

1 HOROUGH bJaft, and thorough dew, 
. Over field and over town, 
Along yon Crefcent's glimpfe I flew, 

And here the Moon-beam fets me down* 
By great Titan ia's ftridt command 
I ftole from out the Fairy-knd ; 
" Go, Puck," (he cry'd, ** Go J fly; pervade 
" Cloud-curtained eve's unfolding fhade, 
" And wherefoc'er thou fhalt efpy 
" The Flower of earthly Royalty, 
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** A Prince, the Hope of Worlds, between 
** A Briton King, and German Queen, 
" Say, I, Titan I A, hade thee there 
** My warmeil gratulations bear : 
** Then with a thought return again, 
** Ere Oberon mifs thee from his train.** 

A Prince, the Hope of Worlds, between 
A Briton King, and German Queen, 
Thefe muft 1 feek ; till thefe I find. 
Fleet on fwift wmgs, and leave the breeze behind. 

[Going off, he fees the Kiog, Queen, Piince, &c« 
and after a paufe proceeds] 



Mifts ! that mortal eye-balls dim ; 
Forms ! in fluid air that fwim ; 
Vanifh from before my view ! 

— H4 1 the glorious Vifion's true ! 
They are the Father ! Mother ! Son ! 

— Now my part will (bon be done. 

[Flooriih of Trumpett.] 
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O fpight f thefc founds our King's approach proclain: 
If Fuck is caught. Titan i a bears the blame. 

f 
SCENE II. 

Flat opens f anddifcovers Oberqn ^hu/Titania JefienSn. 

from Fairy Latuk 

OBERON. 

See^ there, my Love, the young and princely Bud> 

Whofe bloflbming fair Freedom doats upon ! 

[Sees Pucx» 



Hah Puck ! what makes he here ?— Titania, 

I fear me much, thy too officious hade 

Hath play 'd me falfe : Thou didft not fend that Sprite 

TITANIA. 

la Ibothi my Lordy I did. 

OBE&ON. 

It was a deedf . 
That fhames the doer.— What ?— Our feveral laws 
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Ev'n like our private and connubial loves. 

Made for this Prince, but one incorporate fondnefs ; 

Our prefent fpeeding held one common fcope, 

To greet him with our earlieft. Knowing this, 

Why hath Titania from her Oberon 

Pilfer'd the vantage of a little hour. 

So beggaring our joint purpofe I — Was this well I 

Indeed it wa& not well. 

TITANIAr 

Why ! Wherein ill, my Lord T 
True, I did (hare your counfels ; did approve 
Your coming ; and with guft as hfgh as yours. 
Dwell on yon fplendid fcene, that to mine eyes 
Prefents the royal Youth, and throned Pair, 
Whofe fortunes and whofe honors hold my love 
In equal poize with yours :— Yet, Obe&on, 
Whene'er you urg'd me to this welcome journey. 
Your talk ne'er promised other Benifon, 

Save what comports with manhood— Confcious Dig« 
nity 



THB FAIRY BENISON. 6| 

Of Soul ; and Gloryy that laborious Virtue 
Mufl win by fufferance, and preferve by toils» 
Severe as thofe which eam'd it : thefe you calPd 
Imperial Diftindtions : thefe, you faid, 
Muft give the Son a femblance of his Father : 
Thefe di6bu:^d your deftin'd gratulation. 

OBEROK. 

So Kings (hould wi(h for thofe who ihall be Kings. 

TITANIA. 

So Kings ihould wifh !— And therein Oberon 
Doth wifh as (hould a King. — But why muft OBBROit 
Square to his fingle and particular thought 
The fum and ftandard of all princely bleffednefs ? 
—So Kings fliould wifh ! Have Queens no wifhes then ? 
Ayc-^but great Obbron faith, our feveral cares 
For this fame Prince, like our connubial loves. 
Made one incorporate foi\.dnefs.— Be it fo — 
Then (hould our cares be voiced feverally, 
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Like our own loves, united, but diftindt. 

So grow tHeir loves, whofe Son hath brought us hither. 

I grant he is a boy, a manly one : 

I grant he hath a Father, whom to imitate 

Will afk a drain of Spirit and Benevolence, 

Expe^Etance ne'er could warrant, till the fad 

Pronounc'd it poffible*— What then ?— Doth that 

Annul my claim and proper privilege ? 

Hath not the boy a Mother ? Yes. — And I, 

A female as I am, have fram'd a wiih. 

May lure a mother's ear, as foon, perhaps. 

As aught that fcomful Obbron hath prepared. 

Elbowing all humbler emulation. 

To bear that wifh I fent the very Sprite, 

Whofe prefcnce moves thee fo. 

OBBROir. 

Alas ! thou rafh one ! 
Thine ill-advifed cunning, like a (haft 
Drawn by an eager and unpradis'd hand, 
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Hath over-paft its aim. — Now hear me. Lady. 

Thou doft remember, when, upon a time» 

We read together in the fairy court 

The facred book of mortal deftiny. 

There did I find th' eternal mandate written. 

Which faid a German fair, this very Qneen, 

A virgin princefs then, ihould (hare and grace 

The bed and fceptre of a Britifh King, 

Joft new to manhood, tho' right well advanced 

In kingly properties.— Thou doft not heed me ? 

TITANIA. 

Moft fsuthfully, my Lord. 

OBERON* 

Obferving this 
(For that thou knoweft what part in our regard 
Doth Britain's Court poflefs) I fped me ftraight 
(Fraught with fuch fairy gifts, as bed might fit 
A damfel of her ftate, odours and charms. 
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That our ftill vagrant Elves in eartk or air. 
From flowers and dews excraS) cv'n to the court 
Where dwelt this chofen dame, and future Queen. 
There, when I came, expedling to have found 
A Lady bufied in fuch tricks of fancy, 
As young and blithefome beauties do delight in ; 
Mark me, Titan i a, I did fee a maid, 

A very maid, pleading the caufe of Nations, 
Expollulating with a Sovereign warrior *, 
To fave a ravag'd country. — Canft thou think 

An heai't fo early great, fo exquifitely, 

Tho* in a woman, will accept or heed. 

In favour of her fon, her eldeft hope, 

Thy goflip's talk, thy fugar'd lullaby, 

Thy wifti, that fuits a common mother's car ? 

Away ! Away ! 

* The KxKG or Prussia. 
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TITANIA. 

•Tis well, my haughty Monarch. 
Is Oberon then to learn, that the heft hearts, • 
The moft afpiring, and the braveft, cherifh 
Moft comprehenfive feelings ? Little minds 
Do judge of great things, like the purblind gnat. 
That deems a fly, a monfter. Nobler natures 
Encompafs univerfal circumflance : 
And while they can create their own enjoyment. 
Find pleafing occupation every where. 
The maid, that had a figh for public forrows. 
Was happy, feeking to relieve thofe forrows ; 
[ And being now a mother, will indulge, 
Ev'n the* a goffip's lullaby excite it, 
A mother's ecftafy. — You, Sir, have feen her 
Pleading the caufe of nations.— I too. Sir, 
I too have feen her ; I have feen her wear 
The robe of Majefty ; yet never fo, 
.But that (he might defcend to eafe and fweetnefs, 

VOL, I. F 
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J — ^■■^^— *i*i II I I I '^ 

All royalty preferv'd. We both have liilen'dy 
When midft the courtly bandsy like one enraptur'( 
She hath enrich*d the gales with heaven-taught I 

monyz 
Yet dwelt fach mildnefs on her brow the while. 
Such meek eomplacence^ as did feem to fay. 
She could have own'd a pleafure in approving 
A. milk-maid's madrigal !— We bodi have fecn 
Her confort Lord, amidfl the cares of millionsy 
Their homage, their applaufe, yearn to releafc 
A death-doom*d felon's * forfeit !— furely then« 
Where regal bofoms bear fo bland affedions. 
Titan ia's talk as well may hope accefs. 
As Ob E Ron's benediflion look for welcome. 

OBERON. 

No more, Tetania :— Our contention 
Dotfii trifle with occafion.— Thou, my Queen, 
Shalt add thy wifh to mine ; and let our Train 
In general chorus, to the pafllng winds, 

* TuRBOT, fon of TuRBOT theComediaa* 
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Impart our high behefts ; that Elves and Fays, 

Thro' all the airy regions Oberon fways, 

May pay due reverence, where their Sovereign pays. 

SONG with Chorus. 

OBERON. 

Truth ! who dar'ft that Light to try, 
Whofe fplendor mocks the eagle's eye ; 

Honour ! whofe unchanging rays, 
Do foil the Diamond's (ledfaft blaze ; 

Teach the Prince to earn the fame, 
That fan^ifies a Monarch's claim ! 



TITANIA. 

Sweet Con TENT ! that lov'ft to reft 
Plllow'd on the Cygnet^s breafl ; 

Innocence 1 whofe maiden care 
Doth bleach for fpring the fnow-drop fair ; 

Smooth his way thro' all the pains, 
A Monarch for Mankind fuftains ! 

F 2 
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OBERON* 

Justice ! who with dreadful pride 
Athwart the Thunder-fhafc doft glide ; 

Mercy ! whofe foft dew doth glow 
Serene in Heav'A*s high-tinged Bow ; 

Teach the Prince to earn the fame. 
That crowns his Briton Father*s claim ! 

TITAN IA« 

Rofe-hu'd Health ! whofe trefles (hed 
The fragrance lufty Morn hath fpread ; 

Playful Mirth ! that oft doft ride 
Upon the Lambkin*s fleece aftride ; 

Smooth his way thro* all the pains. 
His Father for Mankind fuftains 1 

OBERON. 

Virtue! to reward his cares, 
Let every Palm his Father wears, 
At once infpire him and adorn 
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TITANIA. 

LoYE ! for him witli all the ftore 
Of virgin Charms his Mother bore. 
Bedeck fome Princefs yet unborn ! 

GENERAL CHORUS^ 

Union ! Plenty ! Joy ! and Peace t 
With his growing Years increafe ! 
Glory ! Gratitude V and Praise ! 
Blefs him thro^ the length of Days I 
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F E R S E S 

O N 

OCCASIONAL SUBJECT?. 



Spoken at Merchant-Taylors* School, on the 
Days of Public Examination. 



F4 



Befides the Day of Eleftion of Scholars to Saint 
John's College in Oxford, there are in every 
Year two other Public Examinations of Mer- 
chant-Taylors' School ; at which the Mafter 
and Wardens of the Company, with fbme other 
Members of the Court of Affiftants, are prefent : 
and to them each of the eight Monitors addreffes 
a Copy of Verfes in Latin, and another in Engliih. 
The Subjeifls are chofen by the Mafter of the 
School, and it has been cuftomary to fix on one 
general Subjeft, including, or connected with, 
feven others. 

The following Poems are feledled from a much 
greater number, which the Author had written 
for thofe occafions. 
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THE LIBRARY, 






XxAiL ! Contemplation 1 grave, majeftic Darnel 
In thee, glad Science greets a Parent's name : 
Thine is each art of fpeech, each rapturous (Iraia : 
The Graces lead, the Virtues fill thy train ! 

From all of evil, life or dreads, or knows^ 
It's real trifles^ and it's fancied woes, 
O ! lead thy Votary I penfive, yet ferene. 
To fome lone feat, thy favorite, hallow'd fcene,— 
Where his calm bread may every power employ ; 
Feel felf-born peace, and independent joy. 

And fee ! the Library my fteps invites ; 
Fraught with true profit, and with pure delights ; 



74 ^^ OCCASIONAL SUBJECTS^ 



Calls to a feafty which elegance mult love^ 
The man muft relifh, and the heart approve. 

How awful is the Spot ! — Each honoured Name, 
Each theme of modern praife, and early fame. 
Bards, Statefmen, Sages, lov'd, rever'd, admir'd, 
Whom Senfe enlighten'd, and whom Glory fir'd. 
Rife to my view, ftill fweet, ftill great, ftill bold. 
Alive in power, and adlive as of old. 

Yes ! Wafteful Time ! here, here, thy rage is vain ! 
Away I fond Boafter ! — Genius fcorns thy reign* 

The Poet here, whom generous tranfport rais'd> 
Survives coeval with the worth he prais'd. 
If Deeds exalted gave his brcaft to glow. 
Or Pity bade him fympathize with Woe ? 
If fweetly foft he chofe the Lover's part ; 
Or Truth to Satire urg'd his honeft heart ; 
His Verfe ftill lives, his Sentiment ftill warms. 
His Lyre ftill warbles ; and his Wit ftill charmii. 

Here by the paft to form the rifing age. 
The grave Hiftorian fpreads his ample page ; 
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Whofe faitlifttl care preferves the Hero's fame. 
Or damns to infamy the Traitor's name ; 
Whofe Records bid fair Virtue ever live ; 
And fhare immortal, in the life they give* 

Here the firm Patriot, on whofe winning tctogne, 
The fnow-foft dews of mild Perfuafiozi hung. 
Who knew to lead, infpirit, and controul 
The dudile Paffions,— and ufurp the Soul ; 

Still pleads, ftill rules ; now lively, now fevere ; 

Exalts the purpofe ; or commands the tear. 
Here the firm friends of Science and of Man, 

Who taught new Arts, or open'd Nature's Plan ; 

Who each improv'd, or drew from both combin'd. 

Health to the Body, vigor to the Mind ; 

Who bade Mankind to nobler aims arife. 

More good, more juft, more happy, or more wife ; 
'Shine, deathlefs, as the blifs their toil procur'd ; 

While mem'ry pays the debt, defert enfur'd. 
In fuch lov'd fpot (if Fortune deign to fmile) 

Calm let me live, and every care beguile ; 
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Hold converfe with the Great of every time^ 
The Learned of every clafs,, the Good of every clime 
There better ftiU, as wifer grow ; and there 
('Tis juft ambition, tho' 'tis hopelefs prayer) 
Still found, like them, on real worth my claim ; 
And catch their Merit, to partake their Fame. 
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THE NURSERY, 



f ROM hopes and cares, whofe ferious influence leads 
To more important thought, and graver deeds» 
The Mufe, (who feeks.to lighten Life's fad load. 
And ftrew with mingled flowers our dreary road,) 
Calls you to pleafures, real, chafte, ferene : — 
! fpare a moment for fo fweet a fcene 1 
Calls you to trace with retrofpedlive view, 
The works yourChildhood wrought, the joys it knew ; 
From fimple breads, when harmlefs paffions broke ; 
When infant lifpings, nature's language fpoke ; 
When all the Soul unbiafs'd, free, fmcere, 
Glow'd in each fmile, and gufti'd in every tear. 
See the dear {pot, whofe little bounds employ 
The Girl's whole tajlcy the hupnefs of the Boy ! 
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Her fluttering bofom, fplendid trifles warm : 
Each colour charms ; and change renews the charm. 
Mark with what ecftafy her ceafelefs care 
Diftributes beauties here, adapts them there : 
While mix'd a thoufand times, a thoufand ways, 
Rich tinfel beams, and glafly diamonds blaze : • 
Embrios of future faftiions, to engage 
More ferious ftudies in maturer age ; 
When equal cares, with equal power will reign. 
Perhaps lefs innocent, perhaps more vain ! 

The Boy, meanwhile, whom other objctfls fire. 
Fulfils in varied toils each new defire : 
Now round and round the room with hafl:y fl;rides. 
On oaken fteeds, a traveller he rides ; 
Laborious now, his ftrength to climb he tries, 
To heights unknown folicitous to rife : 
Thron'd in a chair, looks down on things below^ 
A King — in thought, in fpirit, and in fliow. 

Perhaps, if powers of diflFerent influence fway, • 
Mechanic. works employ his bufy d^ : 
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Then fondly anxious to fecure an home, 

He meditates intent the future dome ; 

Cards rearM on cards, in gaudy rows afcend. 

Till in a fpire his little labours end. 

But ah ! how oft, ere that glad point he gain. 

Will fickle fortune make thofe labours vain ! 

How oft mere accident his rage provoke 

To crufti th' imperfed frame at one vindidlive ftroke ! 
Trifles like thefe, which breads fo pure employ, 

'Tis joy to fee, 'tis merit to enjoy ! 

Trifles like thefe, their purport if we fcan, 

Mark in the boy, the features of the man. 
Watch then, ye Parents, with peculiar care. 

What favourite toys engage the riflng heir : 
Learn thence what Virtues, happier than the reft. 
Will grace his temper moft, or pleafe it beft ; 
On thefe your hopes, your fchemes, your profpedls raife ; 
By thefe inftruA, and try j reprove, and praife : 
Thefe Senfe will aid ; thefe Reafon will improve ; 
And what the Child hsLsfsIt, the Man will love» 
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THE LEADING-STRING. 



vTunoE of my wayward fteps, when young deCre 
Caught the firft fpark of Emulation's fire, 
(Whofe genial power, enkindling as it ran, 
Rais'd Life, to Senfe, to Reafon, and to Man,} 
Still, ftill my foul in memory's inmoft cell. 
Where images moft dear, moft facred dwell. 
With willing gratitude retains, reveres. 
Thy faithful fervice to my weakeft years ! 

Oft as my thoughts recall thofe early days. 
Thy gentle aid demands tny warmed praife $ 
By thee at once dire^ed, and fuilain'd, 
Unhurt I rov'd, where countlefs dangers reignM ; 
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"Where elfe, each petty pebble had o'erthrown 

An helplefs wanderer, in a world unknown* 
Beneath a thoufand forms refledtion fhows 

Combining perils, hardfhipS) pains, and woes : 

Q ! baneful influence, every moment fpread 

In varied terrors o'er an infant's head ; 

*Whom ililly alike unconfcious, unalarm'd. 

The plain invited, and the dcfert charm'd ; 
Whofe heedlefs foot, with equal hafte had trod 
The fatal precipice, and flowery road ; 
Who fondly raih, no other objeft kne\^, 
Than what each changing trifle fet to view ;— • 
Tir'd of the prefent, fond of that which flies ; 
Still prone to fall, and impotent to rife. 
Ev'n now I tremble at th' aflFedling fcene:— 

—Be firm my Soul !— What can this tranfp<Ht mean ? 

Hark ! on mine ear fome found more awful breaks ! 

*-'Tis no iUufion !— 'tis the Mufe that fpeaks. 
** My fon I" {he fays, " if thus, thine heart, aghaft, 

** Starts at the little fnares thy childhood pad, 

V0L« I. G 
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** Think, think, what dangers wait thee now I— for 



** know i 

" Thou art ftill an Infant, in a world of woe :— . 

** Still in thy way. Vice, Vanity, Difgrace, 
** Spread the broad net, that will ob{lru6t thy race ; 
** Conceal the rock, that tempts with fpecious {how 
•* Thy foot, to plunge thee in th' abyfs below ; 
** Hafte thee ; prepare diee, for th* unequal ftrifc, 
*^ And take from me, the Leading-firings of Life. 
" Be Virtue, firft thy care, thy wifh, thine aim ; 
" Her rules thy ftandard, her applaufe thy fame : 
** To her thy fteps let fair Difcretion lead ; 
** Let Truth infpire thy thought, and crown thy 

" deed ; 
** Let iage Experience guide thy hand and voice ; 
** Be flow to choofe.; but conftant in thy choice ; 
" To Mercy's dilates, open all thy breaft 2— 
** Be Good— anid Heaven will teach thee to be Bleft.** 
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THE CAT. 



Let me befeech youy Sirs^ forbear to blame— 
I*m half afraid to tell my fubjed^s name : 
Men have averfions— fome to this, fome that ;— 
Does any body here diflike s. Gat ?— 

—Pray let him fpeak, vho hates the thexne I try: 
For not to mince the matter, fo do I. 
1 've toiled full fore for rhyme, and pump'd for fenfc ■: 
One would not take fuch pains, to give offence* 
—Well, Gentlemen, be free $— condemn my part ;— 
I'll drop it for your fakes, with all my heart. 
What ! mute ?-*will no good creature take my hint i 
—Then you muft take my verfe-*that*s all that's 
in't. 
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Fain would I here relate the Honours won 
By Wight of old ycleped Whittington ; 
How with his Cat^ to diflant lands he came ; 
And fav'd — from vermin— Realms without a na: 
How London City thrice beneath his fway. 
Confirmed the prcfagc of that happy day. 
When echoing bells their greeting thus begun, 
•* Return, thrice Mayor! Return, O Whitti 

« TON !'* 

— ^But themes like thefe, to loftier Bards belong 
Too weak my voice, too fimple is my fong : 
If things of humbler import grace my lays. 
Enough for me the burthen, and the praife. 
Oft at the focial hearth my foul has himg. 
Intently anxious, on the matron's tongue, 
Whoie fertile fancy, by tradition led. 
In every objedl. Fate's dark purpofe read ; 
Much myftic lore of various ufe (he knew ; 
Why coals feem coffins, and why flames b 
blue* 
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But ne'er did fign fo firm beJief procure. 

Not ev*n the winding-ftieet was half fo fure, 

As when her Cat th* important omen gave,— 

Alike fignificant, if gay or grave. 

If with her tail Pufs played, in frolic mood, 

Herfelf purfuing, by herfelf purfu^d. 

Sec ! cry*d my Nurfe, (he bids for rain prepare ; 

A ftorm, be fure, is gathering in the air : 

If near the fire the kitten's back was found, 

Froft was at hand, and ihows hung hoverini;; 

round: 
Her paw prophetrc, rafsM above her ear, 
Foretold a vifit, for fome friend was near. 

Nor did the Cat the Dame alone employ ; 
Her Cat had fomething to engage her Boy. 
How has my bofom beat^ when ftolen afide. 
By fadts the truth of ftrange reports I tried ; 
Saw thro* deep night her eyes' relucent rays ; 
And taught her fur with lambent fires to blaze \ 
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" Ceafe, Triflcr» ceafe,** methinks I hear you" 

fay* 

** From nuriery legends^ and from children's 

« play :*' 
-r-*Tis juft reproof— I feel it, and obey. 

Yet let me tell you, vain as they appear, 
Thefe trifles pleas'd, when pleafure was fincere ; 
To joys, in age unknown, they rais'd the bread, 
Form'd all it's cares, and bade thofe cares be bled 
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THE EYE. 



To fay >¥hat wondVous {kill, what happy care. 
Taught the bold Eye the blaze of day to bear. 
Thro' fluid fpacc with piercing keu to pry. 
To meafure earth, and comprehend the fky, 
Is but to telly what every moment ihows. 
That Heaven no bounds in power or bounty knows. 
All-mighty, when it works; All-good, when it 
bellows. 

His homage paid, forgive the vagrant Mufe 
If for her theme, fome lighter drefs Ihe choofe | 
And clothe in fportive Fancy^s wanton gttUe, 
More trivial thoughts, from humbler hints that rift* 

When vulgar gentry gather to a crowd, 
Some all-intent, fome joftling, and all loud, 
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You feek the cauie, and wait for a reply ; 
— 'Tis ten to one they anfwer— ** AJk my EyeJ* 
—You call this rude ; but call it what you will ; 
Rude as it is, there's meaning in it (till. 
Clodius fhall prove it:— Clodius looks you 
through. 
Yet feems to look at every thmg but you : 
Is he infidious, mean, malignant, fly \ 
What fays the vulgar maxioi \ — A&l his Eye* 

When pert Corinna darts from place to place. 
Sinks with laborious eafe, from grace to grace ; 
Or calls forth glance by glance, and charm bj 

charmj 
Does fhe defign our bofoms to alarm ?«- 
Does fhe conclude, that all who gaze, mud die ? — 
Does pride inipire her purpofe ?— Afk her Eye. 

When the great Scholar, flow, precife, and four. 
Mere human clock-work, fpeaks a word an hour ; 
Does his grave filence modefty imply \ 
pcii it flora's dumb language 2— Afk his Eye. 
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The Flatterer fwears, he lives upon your finile. 
Calls himfelf y<mrSf and makes you its the while : 
Say, would you know, if what he fpeaks^ he feels ? 
— His Eye will tell you, what his heart conceals* 

The Mifer's Heir bedecks the funeral fhow, 
"With all the fad formalities of woe : 
Behind the corpfe himfelf a mourner creeps :— 
But is it grief, or is it joy— that weeps ? 
Confult his Eye ; — ^and there it will appear, 
What hopes, what pleafures, — ^fwim in every tear. 

'Twere endlefs work to prove, that thro* mankind. 
The (peaking Eye proclaims the fecret mind: 
Would you the bad detedl, the good defcry ? 
*Tis wife, *tis virtuous toil 2 — examine,- 
Alk where you will, — But never mifs the Ey< 



• 
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D I N N E R^ 



1 HB clock ftruck Four ! — with foleittn pace and floWf 
A Bard, ( Als^s ! that Bards (honld fuffcr fo ! ) 
Hungry and hopelefs, poor and penfive ftray'd 
Lingering, along the MalPs deferted (hade : 
From Park the crowd to fmoaking roofs repair j— 
He feafts in Frefco, who mud feaft on air. 

Yet, tho' (lem fate fubflantial food deny'dy 
Ideal viands fancy's power fupply'd ; 
On bak'dy road, boil'd (while chance the change^ 

rung) 
The Poet mus*d :— and as he mus*d, he fung. 

** Waft, warmly-fragrant, fweetly-favory gales, 
** Waft the rich fumes, each kitchen round exhales ! 



»«• 
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^' I fmell) I fmell the reeking odours rife ! 
" I fee,— but Oh ! too foon the yifion flies I 
** Why ! why ! ye tranfient forms, this barbarous 

" hafte ? 
" Ah ! ftay ! Ah ! let me— let me— dream— I tafte I 

** Say, Virgin Mufes ! (Ye can well divine) 
'* Say who, this moment, on what dainties (tine ! 

'' Now at the Merchant's board, from lufcious 
** ftreams 
'' Of fbup, the quivering fat of turtles fleams ; 
*' Dreft by an art, no power of verfe can tell ; 
** Hafli'd, flafliM, flic'd, fpicM, carv'd, ferv'd in it's 

•* own iheU. 
^ " Now beards wag all, where fummon'd Counties 

** meet, 
" And rival Squires, for England's welfare— eat : * 
" While hams and chines infpire th' dear's choice, 
** And fix the freeman's right— to fell his voice* 

** The napkin now it's wonted ftation fills, 
'' Beneath the ilcek Church-warden's rofy gills : 
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** His eye devours the turbot to the bone ; 

*' And ere he fwallows, half the haunch is gone* 

** Now from the war of words, in peace withdraw^ 

** The coifed Counfel, learned in the law y 

** 0*er focial chops they meet, beneath the rofe ; 

** And club as friends, the fee that made them foes ; 

** To Dinner, thefe with ardor take their way ;— 

** Their clients — with what appetite they may*^ 

** Now o*er a fingle chicken, tete a tete, 
** Two Sweethearts coo ; a turtle and his mate ; 
** Love all their converfe, all their thought fupplies, 
** And ev^n the fmgle chick negleded lies : — 
" Oh ! couldft thou, Cupid, but tranfport me there, 
** What love difdams, might be the Poet's (hare. 

** See the tithe-pig the Parfon's table grace ; 
** Nor grudge the tribute due, ye ruftic race ! 
'* Tho* thoufand tithe-pigs every day procures, 
" The pricft's good luck, is but the tenth of yours* 

" Lo I Dolly's now the rich rump fteak aflfords f 
" Repaft for Lords> and Miftrcffes of Lords I 
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Yes, evey (Ireet, and every houfe can boaft 
)me private manchet, or feme pabfic hoft 1 
)me pablic hod, or private manchet fee, 
Dr every hungry mortal— but for me !" 
> rhym'd the Bard, with many a figh between ; 
:n lo ! a Publiflier came crofs the Green ! 
Y meet— they ftrike the bargain— and they bind;— 
Pamphlet-monger paid» the Poet din*d,— 
, as to -Satan Witches were of yore, 
nlify die arts he lov'd before ; 
li harpy fcreamings merit to purfue ; 
I damn by wholefale in the next Review. 



1 
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WATER. 



If right " A^JTOf YJwp" Pindar fings, 
That fimple Water is the beft of things,— 
Would Water-Poets were the beft of Bards ! 
But oh ! that chance is not upon the cards ! 
Vain were th* attempt fuch logic to apply j 
My verfe would give my arguments the Ke : — 
Yet what 1 can, I will :— Not he, whofe lyre 
Leads on th* Aon i an mount the Sifter Choir, 
(Tho* all th* infpiring potions he explore 
From water up to nedar,) can do more. 
From earth's deep womb— for earth their ftore 
fupplies— 
Thro' countlefs pores the moift effluvia rife 






■ 
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Diftindt below» where oozing ftrata flbed 
Drop after drop ; till from thdr humid bed 
Th' emergent vapours fteam ; and as they go» 
Condenfe;^ incorporate, extend, and flow* 
—Thanks, kind Philofbphy ! whofe lore profound 
Thus helps me bring my Water above groimd ! 
—Henceforth to trace it little will fuffice. 
Obvious to common fenfe, and common eyes. 

If in the mental calm of joy ferene, 
I feek, thro' Fancy's aid, the fylvan fcene. 
There Water meets me, by the pebbled fide 
Of fedgy-fringed brooks, expanding wide 
In dimpled eddies :— or with murmurs fhriU 
Running fweet unifons, where refponfive dill 
In cadence meet, impending afpens hail 
Heaven's mildeft breath, foft quivering to the gale. 

Too charming vifions of intenfe delight ! * 
Why i whither vanifh ye ?— Her eagle flight 
^ancy renews : and full athwart mine eye 
Throws an enormous Cataradt :-^from on high 
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In awful ftillnefs deepening waters glide 

Ev'n to the rode rock's ridge abrupt — then Aide 

Ponderous^ down» down, the void ; and pitch bel(r 

In thunder. — Dafh'd to foam, awhile they know 

No certain current ;— 'till again combin'd^ 

In boiling tides along the vales they wind. 

O ! bear me hence, where Water's force difplay 
More ufefiil energy ; — ^where claffic praife 
Adorns the names of chiefs long dead, who brougl 
Thro' channel'd rocks concentring ftreams, and tau^ 
One Aqu^duiEt divided lands to lave. 
And hoflile realms to drink one common wave. 

But foft— methinks fome horrid foimds I hear ! 
What throbbing paffion fpeaks ?— 'Tis fear : 'tis fea 
— ^Water, where yonder Spout to Heaven afcends. 
Rides in tremendous triumph ;— Ocean bends ;— 
—And Ruin, raifmg high her baleful head, ^ 
Broods o'er the wafte, the burfting Mafs will fpread 

Enough of wat'ry wonders :— all difmay'd 
Ev'n Fancy (tarts, at forms. herfelf hath made. 
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— Let them> whom terror can infpire, purfue 
Themes too terrific : — I with humble view 
Retire unequal, — nor will e'er again 
To Water's greater works devote, my ftrain ; 
Content to praife it, when with gentle fway, 
Profufe of rich increafe, it winds it's way 
Thro* the parch'd glebe ; or fills with influence bland. 
The cup of temperance, in the peafant's hand. 
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FLOWERS. 



I. 

Unequal to my theme, with defperate feet 

I fought the Mufe's bower ; 
Anxious to fee, tho' all-afham'd to meet 

Some bland, infpiring Power : 
When fleet along the rifing gale. 

The Queen, fair Fancy paft ; 
And thro* her rainbow- tinged veil 

A glance benignant cad : 
Then beck'ning to a fecret glade, 

" Come, fee," flie cry'd, " the train, 
. ** Who own, beneath this myftic fliade, 

** My vifionary reign!'* 
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II. 



I to obey the glad command^ 
c "With filent awe my (land : — 
while, in many a varying veft 

h expreffion aptly dreft, 

Myriads feem'd to rove 

fcuous, thro' the culturM grove : 

ich, as inbred impulfe ledy 

every flow'r-enibroider'd bed 

certain Plant, whofe bloflbms rofe * 

Significantly pleafing, chofe. — 

» 

III. 

^ith frank, firm look, and light tho' fteady tread 
Came Courage firft, and cropM a dew-charg'd 
Rose ; 
l^or in the tender Rofe might bed be read 
His very effence — Bloom that gently glows 

H 2 
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Impelled by gentle breath ; prone to difpenfe 
- To all, all fweetnefs ; yet alert to fhew. 
If rafh invafion ruder deeds commencey 
That warm refentment points a thorn below. 

:' IV. 

Retiring from the public eye. 

The Maiden meek Humility 

Was feen to turn with mildeft grace 

To heav'n her thoughts, to earA her face ; 

And all unconfcious what fair fame 

Merit like hers might well aflume, 
Prefer'd to every jufter claim 

The lowly Daisy's fimple bloom* 

V, 

Some bawble each moment arranging. 
Admiring, exploding, or changing. 
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The coquette Affectation ikim'd Y^antonl7 by $ 
On her breaft a Narcissus ibe bore, 
A^ if with Narciffus of yore. 

For a form like her own fhe could languifh and die. 

VI. 

Heedlefs of the fcorner's joke. 
Smiling at the ruffian's flroke, 
Perfevering Patience flood ; 
Conquering evil flill with good ; 
Binding for her brow the while 
Artlefs wreaths of Camomile ; 
Hardy plant, whofe vigorous fhoot 
Springs beneath the trampler's foot. 



■IT- 



VII. 
^ure Constant Love, (whofe hallowed fires 
rime ftill exalts, and truth infpires, 

H3 
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In fpite of abfence, grief, or pain,) 
Approv'd the faithful Marigold, 
Whofe leaves their faffron blaze unfold. 

When firft the fun aflerts his reign ; 
Hail his glad progr^fs thro' the day, 
I^Clofe gradual with his parting ray^ 

Nor open, 'till he fhines again. 



VIIL 

Superstition came telling her fteps, and her beads 
Like Jack-in-a-bufh hung all over with green, 

Agnus-Castus by wholefale flie cull's from thi 
meads, 
And ftuck with due care Holy Thistle between 

A chaplet of Monks-hood flie pluck'd for her head,, 

And Rosemary fprigs for the graves of the dead. 
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IX, 

Tiptoe o*er the level plain 

Ardent Hope all panting flew, 

ProiApt her eager eye to flraiDy 

Far beyond the grefent view : ^^ 

Quick from hint to hint to ftray^ 

She the Pimmrose held moft dear;— 
Firft-born of returning May ; 

Promife of the future year. 

X. 

III- Nature to a corner dole. 

And taught her blood-fliot eyes to roll, 

As if fhe long'd to blight 
Each flower of happier fcent and hue ; 
For none fhe chofe of all that grew, 

Save poifonous Aconite, 

"4 
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Hand in hand, for they never afunder are feen» 
All cheerful their features, all eafy their mien. 
Contentment and Innocence tript it along: 
*f3y the foft virgin Snowdrop was Innocence known, 
Contentment took Hearts-ease, and call'd it her 



own; 



Nor envied the great, nor the gay in the throng. 

XII. 

The throng !— juft hint to vnld conceit like mine !— 

Why, what a wreath had I begun to twine ! 

—Indulgent as fhe was, methinks I hear 

Ev*n Fancy*s felf now whifper in my ear, 

** Quit, ere 'tis tedious, quit the flowery road, 

*^ Nor what was meant a Nofegay, make a Load*'' 
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SHRUBS. 



Once on this Earth of ours, for change of air, 
Jove and his Wife, like any mortal pair, 
Stroll'd thro' a wood : — my book records not where. 
Madam, who fcarce would condefcend to prove. 
Below the fky, more patient than above, 
Brufh'd as (he pad, th^ encumb'ring boughs afide^ 
With many a pout, and many a pi(h f — and cry'd ; 
* Shall cedars, Jove, and pines alone provoke 
'* Thy triple fhaft's inevitable ftroke ; 
'* While in my way thefe fhrubs their branches thruit ? 
*• Is it thy fcom of them, or me, they truft ? 
•* For once, at leaft, to my requeft attend ; 
** And let thy bolts on this vile fpot defcend.** 



€€ 
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The Thunderer fciiPd aflent: — his arm was 
rear'd ; 
When lo ! Diana from the copfe appeared : 
Heard angry Juno's plaint, and Jove's beheft;— 
And thus with homage due the vengeful Powers 
addreft : 

Ere yet that flaming terror quit thy hand> 

And ample ruin wing the fatal brand, 
** Change, cloud-compelling King, thy ftem decree? 
" Relenting Juno fhall approve my plea :— 
** Not that to me (tho* noble were the claim) 
" Thefe ftielt'ring fhrubs prefent perpetual game ; 
** Put that they ftand with happier gifts fupply'd, 
" To mental power, and fecial (kill ally'd.** 

She fpoke, and wavM her fpear. — An airy throng 
Rofe inftant into form, and glanc'd along. 

Firft, from a Laurel's ftiade, whofe foliage bound 
Her elevated brow, came Genius.— Round 
She threw the penetrating eye, that ftrays 
Pa& all evidence i while a thoufand ways 
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le fundersy joinsy contrads, extends, at will, 
CTUAL and Possible ; imparting ftill 
o thought-engender'd effence,— feature, place, 
imenfion, operation, life, and grace* 
With fturdy ftep, and arm of finewy length, 
ame Rural Industry : His cunning ftrength 
trlpt, as they rofe in many a fupple fhoot, 
he faplhig OJiers from the knotted root : 
hen wove for various ufe, with various care, 
he good- wife's bafket for her market- ware ; 
he cudgel's hilt ; the wicker net, that holds 
he river's draggling fry ; the fence that guards the 
folds. 

In yellow Boxj Mechanic Skill difplay'd 
ifinite verfatility :— it made 
'he forceful fkrew ; it tum*d the pulley's wheel ; 
t bade the top in mazy circles reel ; 
t form'd the Ihuttle ; and with happieft thought 
The needful comb for Beauty's trefles wrought. 

Cool S elf-Defence, to prove her pra<5lice right, 
lelp up a Bramile's prickly ftem to fight •, 
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That winds innoxious o'er it's native ground. 
But gives, when moil oppreft, the deepeft wound* 

Fair Db licacy cropt the yafnane hovrtr^ 
To crown connubial Love's endearing power ; 
Whofe fweetly placid brow might beft afiume 
So f(^ a verdure, and fo pure a bloom. 

From every fhrub the devious thicket knows, / 
The Ha%ley prankful Recreation chofe : 
Plain hint, that fport fome objedt (hould purfue ; 
And pleafure frolic, with a nut — in view. 

Meanwhile the frown relax'd on Juno's face, 
And mild complacence follow'd in it's place ; 
Diana's fkill the wrathful Queen appeas'd:— 
And Jove (right glad to fee his confbrt pleas'd) 
Returning flept upon his golden bed. 
Without a curtain-ledlure in his head :— 
Or, if afpice of Homer's Greek will cheer ye, 

• IJiad. Lib. i. V. ult.— 6ii. 
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THE BRAMBLE. 



Vv HiLE Wits thro' Fidion*s regions ramblei— 
While Bards for fame or profit fcramble ;— - 
While Pegasus can trot, or amble ;— 
Come what may come,— I'll fmg the B&amble. 

" How now !" — methinks I hear you fay :— 
" Why ? What is Rhyme run mad to-day ?** 
—No, Sirs, mine's but a fudden gambol ; 
My Mufe hung hamper'd in a Bramble. 

But foft ! no more of this wild ftufF ! 
Once for a frolic is enough ;— 
So help us Rhyme, at future need. 
As we in foberer ftyle proceed. 

All fubjeds of nice difquifition. 
Admit two modes of definition : 



« 
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For every thing two fides has got,— 
What is it ? — and what is it not ? 

Both methods, for exaftnefs fake. 
We with our Bramble mean to take : 
And by your leave, will firft difcufs 
It's negative good parts, — as thus.— 

A Bramble will not, like a Rofe, 
To prick your fingers, tempt your nofe ; 
Whene'er it wounds, the fault's your own,— 
Let that, and that lets you, alone. 

You ihut your Myrtles for a time up ; 
Your Jafmine wants a wall to climb up ; 
But Bramble, in its humbler ftation. 
Nor weather heeds, nor fituation ; 
No feafon is too wet, or dry for't. 
No ditch too low,- no hedge too high for't- 

Some praife, and that with reafon too. 
The Honeyfuckle's fcent and hue ; 
But fuddcai dorms, or fure decay, 
Sv/eep, with it's bloom, it's charms away : 
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The fturdy Bramble's coarfer flower 
Maintains it's poft, come blaft, come (hower ; 
And when time crops it, time fubdues 
No charms ;— for it has none to lofe. 

Spite of your fkill, and care, and coft, 
Your nobler Ihrubs are often loft ; 
But Brambles, where they once get footkig. 
From age to age continue (hooting ; 
A{k no attention, nor forecafting ; 
Not Qvcr-green ; but t^cv^lajting. 

Some fhrubs inteftine hatred cherifli, 
And plac'd too near each other, perifh ; 
Bramble indulges no fuch whim ; 
All neighbours are alike to him ; 
No ftump fo fcrubby, but he'll grace it ; 
No crab fo four, but he'll embrace it. 

Such, and fo various negative merits, 
The Bramble from it's birth inherits:— 
Take we it's pofitive virtues next ; 
For fo at firft we fplit our text. 
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The more Refentment tugs and kicksy 
The clofer ftill the Bramble fticks ; 
Yet gently handled, quits it's hold ; 
Like heroes of true British mould: 
Nothing fo touchy, ii^hen they're teas'd,-^ 
No touchinefs fo foon appeas'd. 

Full in your view, and next your hand. 
The Bramble's homely berries Hand : 
Eat as you lift,— none calls you glutton ; 
Forbear,— it matters not a button. 
And is not, pray, this very quality 
Th' eflence of true Hofpitality ? 
When frank fimplicity and fenfe 
Make no parade, take no offence ; 
Such as it is, fet forth their beft. 
And let the welcome— add the reft. 

The Bramble's fhoot, tho' Fortune lay 
Point-blank obftrudions in it's way, 
For no obftruaions will give out ; 
Climbs up, creeps under, winds about ; 
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Like valour^ that can fuflFery die, 
Do any thing, — but yield, or fly. 

While Brambles hints like thefe can ftart. 
Am 1 to blame to take their part ? 
No— let who will, aflFcd to fcom *oin. 
My Mufe fhall glory to adorn 'em ; 
For as Rhyme did, in my preamble, 
So Reafon now crips, " Bravo I Bramble l" 



VOL. I. 
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THE BEETLE. 



1 o all things, tliat are^ or have been, or fhall b 
Of whatever materials, or form or degree, 
Belong (if Logicians have told us no ftories,) 
Ten — here's a nice word for you 1 —ten Categoi 
And to fliew you at once the great depth o 

knowledge, 
I'll tell you what names people give them at Col 
One, Substance j two, Quantity ; Quality, t 
Relation makes four ; five— five ? — let me fee* 
Five, Action; fix. Passion; feven. Where: 

eight. When : 
Then nine. Situation ; and Habit, juft ten:- 
And this, I fuppofe, is the very firft time. 
That thefe fame Categories, were ftuck into rb 
Now if all things, to thefe hive a title confeft. 
My Beetle may plead it, as well as the reft j 
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^or would he his claim (for why fhould he !) 

withhold, 
rho' the ten were augmented to ten times tenfold* 

Firil then as to Substance, he's body and bonCf 
'n an hundred apd fifty varieties known ; 
Tet all of one genus $ and all of one kin ; 
Vnd like other plain people, he lives in his ikin. 

He has Quantity too, tho' it diflfer in figure ; 
^or in EuROPB 'tis lefs, in America, bigger: 
ijit with bigger or lefs, I'll not trouble my head ; 
iie's as large as he need be,— and that's enough faid. 

As to Quality, he's a mere half-and-half-arian, 
With one property here, and there a contrary one : 
tlow a reptile he creeps, now a volatile flies ; 
Now fkulks from your fight ; now comes bounce in 

your eyes ; 
He's drowfy by day ; and if vigils he keep, 
'Tis at night ; when moft animals elfe go to fleep : 
If fenfes he has, they 're imperfect at moft ; 
He is more than half blind ; and he cannot fmell poft ; 

J 2 
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He^s ftupidy and muzzy, and dull as a board ; 
And he hums fuch a bafe, as no fnorer e'er fnor'd. 
Then a necklace of Beetles, fo Pliny affirms,— 
As I tell you my author, I fpeak in bold terms— 
Will charm away mifchief from children who 

bear it:— 
Let who likes it, believe ; who believes, let him wear it. 

The extremes of his various Relations are odd: 
By Egyptians of old he was held for a God ; 
But boys among us, in language uncivil, 
Style him (faving your prefence) " Coach-horfe to the 
" Devil." 

His Action and Passion, one fad will declare; 
For when he comes buzzing along in mid-air, 
(With fo headlong a flight, and with eye-fight fo dim) 
If he hurts my hard head,— my hard head muft hurt 
him. 

As to Place, if in public he cannot be foundf 
You may meet him, half-fmother'd with duft under 
ground. 
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On the fubjedt of Time, three (hort words will 
fufl&ce, — 
In fpring he comes forth ; and in winter he dies ; 
But die when he will, we 've no reafon to fear ; 
There '11 be Beetles enough to fucceed him next year. 

His whole Situation, as far as we fee, 
Is a fort-of-a-kind of a riddle-me-rec. 
He's an I by itfelf I, that flands rank'd with no peers : 
As nobody loves him, fo nobody fears ; 
And it feems his chief aim, tho' he fly, or he creep, 
Juft to fleep out his life, and to live out his fleep. 

His Habit (and pleafe you) is ever coal-black ; 
And he carries two cafe-harden'd ihells on his back, 
Which cover his wings, and improve (we furmife) 
The delegable mufic, he makes, when he flies. 

And thus, in compliance with fyftcm and rules, 
My theme I've defiji'd, in the mode of the Schools ; 
If that mode be abfurd, let the learned look to't : 
For here ends my Logic, and ditty to boot. 



'3 
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NOON. 



Cjbntlbmbn of the Sei&oii round. 
With reverence and refpedl profound, 
I on the fpot, before you, here, 
Counfel for plaintiflF Noon appear.;— 
For why ?— Said Noon in fundry cafes. 
Things, matters, premifes, and places, 
(As per Inflrudlions in my brief) 
Stands much aggriev'd ; and craves relief. 

My client, Gentlemen, refers * 

To clouds of evidence ;— and avers 
That Morn and Afternoon combining. 
Plotting, contriving, and defigning, 
By covert guile, and overt a^, 
( Contra Jatut* provU^ etfa^) 
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*'rom his undoubted chdm and nght,, 
iave partly, and would ouft him quite, 
'ancel all proofs of his identity, 
^nd make him a downright non-entity ; 
Icarce to be found by fearch or trial,, 
ave on the furface of a dial r 
or this he owns, and owns with pride, 
lurt as he is by all befide, 
pite of ill-luck, fpite of ill-will, 
lis friend the Sun — fticks by him ftiU* 
The fpeeial damage he fuftains,. 
'hus with fubmiffion Noon explains* 
Time was (he warrants me to fay) 
/"hen people rofe, becaufe *twas Day y 
.ifing fo foon, they dre/t as foon j 
i.nd all the World was gay by Noon 
^hofe prefence two- fold luftre threw | 
lature's meridian, and Day's too. 
i'hink, then, how Noon held up his head t 
-But oh \ that golden age is fled ! 

»4 
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Th' intruder Morn, too near allied 
To luxury, indolence, and pride. 
By fuch encroaclunents has crept on,. 
That Noon is fairly pail and gone, 
And weftward far, his journey takes. 
Ere half the modern World awakes : 
Whereby he mourns his honour loft. 
His joy abridg'd, his influence croft ; 
And fears, among politer folk, 
(Should faihion carry on the joke) 
His very name may foon be hift hence. 
As much a bore^ as his exiftence. 

So clofe his neighbour Morning fhaTes 1 
Now mark how Afternoon behaves ! — 

In palace, college, halJ, of yore, 
Boimce went at Noon the buttery door ; 
The mutton-bell the guefts convoked ; 
His rofy gills tlie chi^lain ftrok'd ; 
All ftomachs, and all fpirits up ; 
They flic'd, they laugh'd ; they fmack'd the cu 
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['hen 'With new glee, new toils begun ; 

knd feem'd to live two days in one. 

7ow^ appetite at four, at five, 

U fix, is fcarcely fcarce alive ; 

Ind Afternoon ufurps the placey 

Vhich Noon once held with twice the grace* 

''et let not Afternoon prefume 5— 

Iimfelf may meet an equal doom ; 

i'o modifli whim, perforce may yields 

ind quit, ere dinner-time^ the field ; 

''ho* paft the hoar, when ftretch'd for reftt 

)ur fires were in their night- caps dreft* 

This by the bye.)— Poor ]Mk)n meanwhile, 

•couted by taile, and ton, and ftyle, 

Icarce fees a dinner in a year, 

Jave where day-labourers club for beer ; 

3r gypfies flolen fuel ftore. 

To cook the mefs — they dole before. 

Here Noon aforefaid ends his charge ; 
And hopes he need not now enlarge 
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On merits heldy agreed, and known^^ 

Time immemorial, for his own* 

—If haply in life's earlier day. 

He gave you many an hour of play. 

If e'er intenfer rays be fhoot. 

Ripening your grain, mellowing your fruit,. 

If oft, in winter's dire extreme^ 

He treats you with a cafual gleam f 

And tho' oblique,, and tho' oppreft. 

Faint as he fhines, yet ihines his beft ^ 

Hear and redrefs a cafe fo hard 1 

—He'll not demur from your award ; 

But fure of candor and fupport. 

Reft on the }ud<3M£nt of the Court*. 



* 
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THE EASY CHAIR- 



Astronomers, I know not whyy 
At pleafure parcel out the fky ; 
As if the whole ethereal way 
Were theirs for ever and for aye ; 
And all the (tars the heavens unfold. 
But the mere (lock of their free-hold. 

Betide the lion, bull, and bear. 
Some ladies in their favour (hare t 
And one, with fpecial kindnefs treated. 
Is in a blaze of radiance feated : 
Confult your globe, you'll find her there ; 
Cassiope, and eke her Chair ! — 
** Is it an Eafy Chair V* you*il fay j 
^e'Jl fettle that fome future day. 
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'Tis doubtlefs (to cut fhort all pother) 

The eafieft there ^for there*s no other. 

—No other ?— Then have I, 'tis dear. 
No other bufinefs with the fphere : 
Quit, Mufe, the polar heights, and try 
What Terra- firma will fupply. 

On moil occafions here below. 
Two old opponents. Aye, and No^ 
Like man and wife in couples go : 
Ev'n fo the Eafy-Chair difplays 
Some ground for fatire, fome for praife ; 
And tho' on neither fide Pm fee*d. 
On both fides, with your leave, I'll plead. 

Firft then for fatire I— Do you feek 
For hallow'd Ignorance, grofs, and fleek ?— 
Where drones, by name of Monks, repair. 
To yawn out pfalms, and fnore out pray'r,— 
She mounts an Abbot's Eafy- Chair. 

See ! where poor Indolence reclines ! 
Lolls, tumbles, ftretches, fprawls, and pines 1 
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Life has no pain, like that fhe feels : 
A thoufand racks, a thoufand wheels. 
In fhape of Eafy-Chairs, purfue 
The wretch— who knows not what to do. 

But let us turn the taGles hei*e ; 
And fee what hints for praife appeart 

Imprimis then, Difeafe will own 
An Eafy Chair excels a throne. 

Give philofophical Conceit 
Free leave to take the Scorner's feat : 
But Wifdom will prefer, elfewhere, 
Contentment, and an Eafy Chair. 

Ambition fhakes the world fometimes. 
As upward to her wiih fhe climbs ; 
While every flep fhe gains, declares 
A Chair of State, a chair of cares :— 
Let her, and welcome, take her choice ; 
Let me with fimple mirth rejoice : 
Mirth knows no care, except providing 
An Eafy Chair— to fhake her fide in. 
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The graved moralifts, one and all. 
Old age a fecond childhood call ; 
For which this Eafy Chair of mine, 
A fecond ccadle, I define.— 
—To lull us in that laft retreat 
Speak, gentle Peace, thy tidings fweet ! 
Each pang may retignation footh ! 
And Confcience lay our pillow fmooth ! 
While Hope, her eye to Heav'n addreft, 
Enwraps us in her friendly veft. 
And rocks us to Eternal Reft ! 
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IMAGINARY PERSONAGES. 



1 HE Passions once, m froHc paAime gay. 
Stole Fancy's Magic-Lantern for a day: 
And each) in order, it's e£Fe6l efay'd. 
On fome new Phantom, which herfelf portray'd# 

Fierce Anger firft her hafty hafld apply 'd. 
And {ketch'<i an earth-bom Giant's towering pride : 
Vaft was his ftrength, and terrible his nod ; 
He fpoke in thunder, and on florms he rode ; '^ 
He mow*d down armies, and he kick'd down thrones ; 
And infants call him ftill, Raw-head-and-Bloody- 
Bbnes. 

-Valour, of glorious hazard only proud, 
Drew Dragons hiffing from the burfting cloud ; 
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Sorcerersy whofe fpells could wrathful warriors tam( 
And wedge in rifted rocks the captive dame ; 
Till happier Hardihead th' inchantment broke ; 
And magic adamant diiTolv'd in fmoke. 

Fear's trembling pencil group'd a Goblin crew, 
Ghofts clattering chains, around the church-ya 

yew; 
Forms, without heads, that croft the midnight ways 
Head^, without limbs, where faucer eye-balls blaze 
And Shapes grotefque, down eve's grey fhadetl 

Hide,— 
And buzzing, grifflring, chattering, fcreaming, glid 

« 

To her fucceedcd Hope, intent to trace 
A friendly Wizard's comfortable face,— 
Thp reverend Merlin of a former age,— 
Unconquerably juft, benignly fage. 
Low o'er his breaft a milk-white beard was fpread j 
Aw'd by his wand the Powers of Mifchief fled ; 
Till^every peril paft— fure triumph grac'd 
The brave ; and happy wedlock crown'd the chate 
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A. fcene far different wild Dsspair employed; 
riesy whofe whips clafh thro' the darkfbme void ; 
:mons vrith forks of fire, and breaths of flame, 
Lat howl revenge, and chuckle at our fhame,-— 
>ck guilty mifery's moft alarming hour,— 
id to the rage of malice, add the power. 
Mirth then difplay'd a jocund troop to view; 
im Fairies, friiking on the twilight dew ; 
ntaftic Will-a-wifps thro' bufh and brier, 
lat lur'd the flaring down, and fous'd him in the mire % 
id fire-proof Elves, that round the caldron fquat, 
id burn the houfewife's dumplin to the pot. 
Then Superstition came, her Sprites to fhew, 
lat make the maflifF's yell, the note of woe; 
: melancholy's window flap their wings, 
concert with the dirge the raven fings ; 
er Nature's face a veil of omens fpread,— 
Tplex the living, and belie the dead. 
Envy's (hrunk finger next th' occafion caught; 
nd fcnitch'd the hideous image of her thought ; 

vnt- t K 
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A fcraggy Witch, on broom-ftick hors'd for flight ; 
Equipped with all th' artillery of ipite j 
Mildews and blights, to blaft the forward grain ; 
Philtres t' intoxicate the mad'ning brain ; 
Prayers mumbled backwards, difcord to promote ; 
And crooked pins, to rend the fufferer's throat. 

Love ftill remain'd— but lo ! while fhe prepares 
Her little family of Joys and Cares, 
Fancy herfclf furpris'd thie wanton train. 
Reclaimed her Lantern,— and refum'd her reign ; 
Seiz*d on the fpot, the vifionary fcroll. 
And then to Genius gave the motley whole. 

Genius, fublime with tafte, corred with eafe. 
Alternate foften'd thofe, and heightened thefe ; 
From features rude, and parts of monftrous fize, 
Bade myftic fenfe, and moral beauty rife ; 
Engaged Tradition on the fide of Truth ; 
And made the Tale of Age— the Oracle of Youth. 
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•fHE BOOK. 



I EN from our Matter's hand this theme I took, 
me, nokns vokns^ coupled it with-^Cook : 

the' the wife fay, fecond thoughts are bcft> 
irtt, with your good leave, ihall ftand the tett ; 
Cook fhall matter for the Book preparej 

turn my Catalogue to a Bill of Fare : 

frown, if puns, more thick than proofs, are 

laid ; 
ur poetic Force-meat mufi be made. 
he Folio Volume's ample bulk fupplies 
terary Difti, of larger fize. 
1 Epic Verfe, when ikill and genius meeti 

vaft Sir-iowy an univerfal treat. 

K 2 
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Solid, tho' favory, flows th* Historic Strain; 
Like the hoiPd Buttock -cut and come again. 
Encyclopedias— art's whole fcope include; 
And fet before you fcience Tforbicued; — 
Where, as your (tomach ferves, your mefs you 
meafure. 
And choofe your Joints and cut your JTtce at 
j)leafure« 
Fathers and Canonists are tough, dry food; 
Mere learned Stoch-Jifhy neither bad nor good. 
Law Codes from time a mufty fanflion get ; 
As Venifon takes it's flavour ivom fumette. 
Words under words, in rows fucceeding rows. 
The .Dictionary's column'd leaf compofe ; 
And, ftand in culinary ftyle exprefl:. 
Like Bacon on a larded Turkeyh breafl:. 
Long-winded Scholiasts, in th' enormous page, 
Hqfb up the dulnefs of a farmer age ; 
Or the vaft vafe with Water-fouchy fill. 
And make infipid, more inflpid dill : 
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IVhik Critics, that in founder fenfe excel, 

Xike Smelts round Salmon — grace the difh they fwell. 

So much for Folios — Smaller Books appear, 
Tho' lefs fubflantial, yet more various cheer. 
—Abridgments give an Author's works in brief; 
^s Cooks to Jelly ftew down ihins of beef. 
The cloth for Turile^ hack Translators fpread; 
Then ferve up Goofe^s Gibhlets, or Calve^s Head* 
Reviews and Magazines odd fcraps retail; 
\ True Salmagundi ftufF, feur, fdlty frejb^ Jlale. 
Satire is peppered Gizzard griiPd in tafte. 
^nd what are Modern Essays, h\xt puf-pajle ? 
Comedy's Soup-maigre, from a French Tureen : 
And Tragedy, the black pudding of the fcene. 
What's Modish Eloquence ?— Whipt-cream^ for 
footh, 

frotlPd up zndfigar*df to the vulgar tooth. 

State Logic's Chicken- Broths fo thin, fo weak ! 

And Op P09I t lO n Pb l i t i c s ^ Bubble -and'/queak I 
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Love — Poetry's Pap-fauce^ foft, fimple, iweet: 
And Popular Theology^ mtu^d-meat. 
Scribblers, from hand to mouth} who write and 

live, 
In weekly Numbers, mental Spoon-meat give* 
Alamode Co//(^x— Miscellanies club : 
And Novels— fentimental Syllahvbm 

Not Booh alone from Viands take their cue, 
Even Bindings have a fpice of Cookery too. 
Sheets into Sktn^ like Saufages are thruft : 
Gilding is Garnt/h; Pasteboard is rais*d crt^* 

Some frivolous gentry of the prefent day. 
In Alphabetic Buckles fliine away : 
But language needs not fafhion's flimfy aid ; 
It's elemental bafe is deeper laid 
Your children living, and your grandfires dead, 
Lov'd, while they thumb'd, and tqfled as they 

read"-- 
The Horn -Book's beft edition — Gingerbread. 



I 
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Thus Books are Intelledlual Aliment ; dreft 
For every appetite of every gueft : — 
Or, if a various reading you can fwallow^ 
" Scripta * Palati nunc, quscunque recefit Apollo. 



99 



* Scripta, pALATiNut quscunquerecep'it Apollo* 

HoRAT* £p. 3* L* i« 
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THE FAMILY FIRE-SIDE. 



ii 



JrLoME's Home, however homely/* Wifdom fays- 
And certain is the fad^, tho* coarfe the phrafe.— 
To prove it, if it need a proof at all, 
Mark what a train attends the Mufe's call ; 
And as (he leads th' ideal group along, 
Let your own feelings realize the fong- 

Clear then the ftage !— No fcenery we require. 
Save the fnug circle, round her Parlour Fire : — 
And enter, marihall'd in proceOlon fair. 
Each happier Influence, that predominates there, 

Firft Love, by friendfhip mellow'd into blifs, 
Lights the glad glow, and fandlifies the kifs, 
Whep fondly welcomed to the accuftom'd feat. 
In fweet complacence Wife and Hufband meet ; 
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ook mutual pleafure>. mutual purpofe fharCf. 
epofe from.laboursy. but unite in care* 
Ambition — does Ambition there refide ? 
:s ! — when the Boy, in manly mood» aftride>, 
f headftrong prowefs innocently vain, 
mters, the jockey of his Father's cane. 
While Emulation, in the Daughter's hearty 
ars a more mild, tho' not lefs powerful part ; 
ith zeal to fhine her fluttering bofom warms j 
id in the romp,, the future houfe-wife forms.^ 
Or both, perchance, to graver fport incline^ 
id Art and Genius in. their paftime join; 
;// th,e cramp riddle's puzzling knot invents ;. 
)at rears aloft the card-built tenements. 
Think how Joy animates, intenfe, -tho! meoky 
le fading rofes on their Grandame's cheek ;. 
hen proud the frolic progeny to fiirvey,. 
LC feels, and owns, an intereft in their play ; 
dopts each wifh, their wayward whims unfold ; 
id tells, at every call, the (lory ten-times told. 
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GooJ-iunufur* J jyiGsiTY endears^ meanwliile^ 
The narrative Grandfire's venerable ftylc, 
If» haply, feats atchiev'd in prime of youths 
Or prifUne anecdote, or hifloric truth. 
Or maxim fhrewd, or admonition bland, 
A£Fe(5lionate attention's ear command. 

To fuch Society, fo form'd, fo bleil. 
Time, Thought, Rimbmbrance, all impart a zeft : 
And Expectation, day by day, more bright. 
Round every profpedk throws increafmg light : 
The fimpleft comforts adl with ftrongeft force ; 
Whate'er can give them, can improve, of courfe. 

All this is Common- Place, you'll tell me— true ! 
What pity 'tis not Common Fashion too ! — 
Roam as we will, plain fenfe, at laft, will find, 
*Tis only feeking — what we left behind. 
—If Individual G^o^ engage our hope. 
Domestic Virtues give the largeft fcope ; 
If plans of Public Eminence we trace. 
Domestic Virtues are it's fureft bafe-— 
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Would great example make thefe truths more dear i 
The greateft of examples fhall appear. 
— Is there a Man, whdm general fuffrage owns 
An Honor to the Majefty of Thrones ? 
— Is there a Man, whom general Love's acclaim 
Greets with each nobleft, and each deareft name ?— 
He, midft the Glare of State, and Pomp of Powert 
Courts the foft fympathies of the Family Hour ; 
Not lefs illuftrious at his own Fire-fide, 
By private Merit's Sterling ftandard try'd, 
Than, when the cares from Royal Worth that fyriug, 
Call forth the People's Father, and the Kino* 
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LANDSCAPE.PAINTING^ 



C0ME9 Fancy \ come ! and biiDg with thee 
The cottage Nymph Simplicity ! 
And as thou try'ft thy pencil bold. 
Let her, Decorum's compafs hold ! 
While in one piece corredly fweet, 
Exprefiion and propriety meet. 

But what one piece, ye friendly Pair^. 
Your union's joint effeft ihall ftiare ? 
For me, if ye vouchfafe your fkill,. 
The canvas let a Landfcape fill* 

Let Nature in the foremoft ground- 
Difperfe her varied fcenery round : 
Rear, gently bending to the breeze. 
In cafual group her loftier trees ; 
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Whofe crofUng trunks bedim the glade^ 
Spontaneous arch'of needful (hade ; 
While from their outward foliage, gleam 
The fleet tints of day's pafling beam. 

« 

Let next in order due fucceed 
The mingled hues of vale and mead:; 
The road in devious windings wrought | 

* 

Now loft, and now at di (lance caught ■$ 

Whofe broken track directs us ftiU 

To fome brifk Areamlet's glaify riU 4 

Whence leffening in progreffive guife. 

Long levels flretch, abrupt rocks rife ; 

'Till Light's laft line the view complete ; 

And woods, fkies, plains, and mountaiils meet^ 

Let, full to fight, a thatch-clad dome 
Give humble Honefty an home $ 
At whofe low door, with houfe-wife zeal, 
Unconfcious beauty twirls her wheel ; 
Whofe chimney, peeping o'er the roof. 
Speaks economic welcome's proof; 
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While unfufpedting inDocence 
Finds in each bufh a native fence. 

Let Plenty, not for (hew but ufe. 
Her numerous family introduce ; 
Her larger kine on ilope, or dale. 
That drag the plow, or fill the pail ; 
Her flocks, from off whofe fleecy fide 
Comes Englifli traffic's flaple pride ; 
And, all of feathcr'd finery vain. 
Her barn-door plump domeftic train. 

Let Labour frank, of patient glee, 
Drive the ftout team along the lea ; 
With Hope ftill fcattering in his rear 
The feedling car^^ of the year ; 
Or tinging, gradual, as they grow. 
The lavifli (lores of Autumn's glow. 

Let, o'er the hofpitable jug, 
In mutual relaxation fiiug, 
On fome rude beam's extempore feat, 
The fathers of the village meet ; 
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Difcufling, amicably waniiy 

The politics of the field and farm. 

Nor be the diftant church forgot, 
Whofc ruftic fpire o'er-looks the ipot : 
Prompting idea to fuppofe 
What feftive fandlity it Ihows, 
When unaffected piety pays 
The tribute of appropriate praifc : 
Or, at the antique altar's fide, 
A faithful youth, and artlefs bride^ 
Their fpoufal troth alternate plight. 
And feal love's vows with wedlock's rite. 

Here, Fancy, lay the pencil by : — 
—And thou, yrhoe'er thou art, whofe eye 
O'er pidlur'd life delighted ftrays ; 
If aught thou hop'ft in future days 
To realize a fcene like this, 
—Make previous Virtue earn the blifs. 



Bottled ale" (if a popular phrafe I may quot 
** Will fmile in your face, while 'tis cutting y 

« throat."— 
And Irony's trim, I prefume, you'll agree. 
Is as like bottled ale, as a pea's like a pea* 
For it means you moft harm, when it Tpeaks you 

kind ; 
All affection before, and all mifchief behind. 
When you ufe a blunt razor, 'tis twenty to one 

Tfiaf xrnn frarrft tniK^h vonr rhin. till von fee fh^li 
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'^hen a painter, with judgment his colours has laid» 
le heightens the light, and light deepens the 

ihade: 
I as contrails in picture, fo contrails in vric, 
I mutual advantage impart, and admit ; 
s in Irony's cafe, with reciprocal power, 
: makes fweetnefs more fweet, fweet makes fbur- 

nefs more four, 
our ftroUing cake-merchant will oftentimes put 
lis bafket a viand, yclep'd a game-nut ; 
ich feeming to prdmife a gingerbread treat, 
t's tempting appearance invites you to eat ; 
the moment your teeth touch the treacherous 

frame, 
, with pepper's flrong cauftic, your mouth in a 

flame: 
1 a game-nut in language is Irony's (mile, 
infmuating air, and it's foft foothing llyle ; 
ile It's real efFeft, when the whole you difcern, 
ke pepper to bite, like a cauftic to burn. 

OL. I, L 



146 ON OCCASIONAL SUBJBCTt* 



in the marflies and moor-lands, the fpoitfincn 

employ 
A renegade duck, which they call a decoy ; 
Who in tone {o alluring repeats his ** quack, quacki" 
That his brethren flock round him, duck oyer duck's 

back ; 
Nor perccire, 'till too far for retreating they get^ 
That they 're thrufting their heads within fwcep of a 

net: 
So like to this treafon is Irony's tale. 
You can hardly fay which has the turn of the fcalcj 
Both the very fame game on credulity play ; 
Both are artful to pleafe ; and both pleafe, to betray i 

A bear, when an hive, in his rambles, he meets. 
Sticks, without fear or wit, his rude nofe in the fweets) 
But finds bees can be angry, as bears can be ftout 5 
And fneaks off, with an hundred (harp ftings in W* 

fnout :— 
Remember this bear ; and when Irony brings 
Her honied addrefs, be aware of her flings. 
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ut perhaps all this while 'twill be laid to my 

charge^ 
t on Irony's worft part alone, I enlarge : 
ill be faid, that on truth's fide it often has ftood, 
I by contrafted falfehood, made virtue's caufe good ; 
Lt a fidtion may flrike, where no proof would fuc- 

ceed 5— 
acknowledge the fadl ;— but lament for the need : 
fure, InHiy's aid might be laid on the flielf, 
dd Truth always be heard, when it fpeaks for itfelf. 
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THE VOCATIVE CASE, 



Among the/e Cafes — and the brags of each. 
Mine claims no kin, but to one Part of Speech; 
And e'en that one implies no grand connexion, 
The leaft of all the Eight— the Interjedion- 
Nay, to let down its confequence ftiU more low, 
The leaft of Words,— the leaft of Syllables— ! 
—However my proud neighbours may afpire. 
The Vocative Cafe can only fait a Crier I— 
Well ! I fubmit— and fince *tis come to thisf 
A Crier I will be :-0 ! Yes !— O ! Yes ! 
The Men and Manners of our modem day. 
Will give my little O ! abundant play. 
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To you,^ ye great> then, — ^and to you,, ye finally 
In vqcative confbrudion, thus I call I 

O ! Yes ! Ye offspring of illuftrious fires 1 
Whofe lives Jbould fan^ion, what your b&th 

requires. 
At higher eftimates lixieal honours fet ; 
Nor facrifice nobility— to a bet ! 

O ! Yes ! Ye dames, whom courtly fplendours 
grace,. 
Conforts and dowagers of each titled rac^. 
Thro' pleafure's reftlefs circles while ye roam. 
Think, now and then, of Duty— Nature— Home ! 

O I Yes ! Ye politicians, who declare 
The fate of nations, from an eafy chair, 
On fecial fei'vice, your addrefs employ ! 
And join to earn the bleflings you enjoy I 

O l" Yes ! Ye muflirooms of Philofophy*s fchooU 
Who torture right by metaphyfic rule, 
Move not the bafe, where truth fo long has flood ; ,a 
But let plain fenfe, lead plain men, to plain good ! 

^3 
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O ! Yes ! Ye painfiil triflers, who explore 
On a moth's wing, a fpot unfeeii befere. 
Transfer year toils, your own diftmdioiis icam ; 
.And ftody manhood's worthieft objed— Man ! 

O ! Yes ! Ye manufadurers of deQiairy 
Who like corft curs, growl o'er the meis ye (haitt 
Look round, where millions want, what you have 

hadi 
—The juft arc grateful — Be the grateful glad ! 

O i Yes ! Ye fair, down faihion's dream vho 
fwim. 
Ye hoyden bouncers ! and ye pmdes fo prim ! 
Shine as ye may, with artlefs charms content $ 
iS!^^m-^what ye are ; and ^—what Nature meant ! 

O ! Yes ! Ye pigeons, who on luck rely. 
Chances of cards, decifions of a die. 
Think ruin lurks beneath each frantic ftake ! 
— Amidft life's lot of miferies, your's ye mMk I 

O ! Yes ! Ye fubje6ls in a land like ours. 
Enlarge your fentiments ; but unite your powers! 



{ 
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Freedom with virtue, zeal with fenfc ally'd, 
No force can conquer— let no arts divide ! 

O ! Yes ! All ye, whoe'er ye are, that pleafe 
To take the Crier's wor.d« on points like thefe, 
Be fure, experience will reward impart ; 
And Wifdom find it's echo— in your Heart. 



L4 
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THE DAY-FLY. 



To guefe what aaual properties, feelings, pow'rs, 
Fill animal life, where life but fills five hours. 
Were toil, if not as impious, quite as vain, 
As modern mad philofophers fuftain ; 
Who reafon's light, with rafh aflTumptions {hade, 
And hide their God — behind the works he made 

But why defpair ?— Altho' th' Ephemeral Fly 
So fcanty fcope for pofitive hints fupply, 
Tho* what it i>, defcription fcarce can fay. 
Still what it/eemsy may prompt the abundant lay* 

It feems then, palpably, where'er 'tis trac'd. 
An individual, among millions plac'd ; 
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A member in a free community free ;. 
Born to no rights^ except the right to be ; 
Yet in the fpace thro' which 'tis doom'd to go,. 
Still on the wing, and ftill alertly fo ; 
Unharm'd and harmlefs, in inceifant play ^ 
By none impeded, and in no one's way ! — 
Say, politicians, where on earth befide. 
Does independence, fo complete, abide ? 

The Day-Fly's brief exiftence we fuppofe, 
With evening to commence, with night to clofe ; 
Form'd as it is, no rough aflUult to bear. 
No fun's excefs, no turbulence of air ; 
Proof of the Omnipotent Goodnefs, which affign'd 
' The calmeft period to the weakeft kind ! 
See this ! ye fools ! at nature's laws who rail. 
And weigh out Deity, in prefumption's fcale I 
See this ! and confcious of a truth fo clear. 
Say, is not moral fitnefs perfe<5l here ? 

Short as the Day- Fly's vital range may feem, 
*Tis, while it lafts, enjoyment in th' extreme ! 
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Life, without peril, pain, or care, fuftatn'd ; 
Strength undiminifh'd ; {rolic unreftrain'd ! 
Could we, proud Men, from our own length of 

years, 
Expunge our wants, our forrows, and our £ears; 
Folly's difguftful, floth's infipid, hour ; 
All memory's bitter, all ili-humour's four ; 
Whoe'er the real refidue fhould ftate, 
Would find that refidue, a mere Day- Fly's date. 

Sttch is humanity's regular routine* — 
If madQefs more eccentric fill the fcene ; 
If Guilt howe'er fuccefsful, gnaw the heart ; 
If Confcience at her own fuggeftions ftart s 
If coward Jealoufy's ever-reftlefs eyes, 
Anticipajce torture, while they watch furxQife ; 
Who, but muft choofe, if wifdom's voice he 

hear, 
A Day- Fly's hour, before a villain's year ? 

Wherein, you'll fay, wherein, if this be true, 
Dpes Man the pettieft animal outdo i 



I 
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Or rather, meafuring life by pleafure's fpan, 

Is not the pettieft animal more than Man ? 

— No — truft me, No,— For him things future 

wait— 
There is the being, which decides bis fate ! 
*Tis his, if due attention he employ, 
To make the prefent, innocence — if not joy : 
Sure for that innocence, deathlefs blifs to (hare !«■ 
Fly of a day— but Immortality's Heir i 



\ 
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GRACEFUL ADDRESS- 



When firft o*er EDEn'^blifsful fliade 
Mankind's forefather, guilUefs, ftray'd. 
His eye fiiblime, his tranquil face, 
His noble port, his lordJy pace, 
Tho* feparate fymmetry they difclos'd,. 
One total majefty compos 'd j^- 
Where, true to joy*s complacent tone. 
His mind in every movement fhone. 

Such once was man \ — with innocence bled ! 
Comelieft of beings — ^becaufe beft ! 
Till from th* Almighty Prefence chas'd, 
Exii'd, abaih'd, difmay'd, debas'dy 
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He fell— beneath his deadlieft foe ; 
Viflim of wrath ; and heir of woe ! 

From that fad period, forms conftrain'dy 
Contracted ientimentS) feelings feigned. 
On mere capricious arts depend ; 
Diftorting, what they feek to mend* 

Pride firft, aflum'd a (latelier air. 
It's ftep, a ftride ;— it's look, a ftare ; 
It's fmile, a favour;— from it's hand 
A fignal, fate ; — it's nod, command* 
While Grace transferred to grandeur's ipheref 
Grew pompous, diftant, ftern, fevere. 

Next aflfedlation's reign appear'd 9 
On more extenfive bafis rear'd : 
Savage and £mple, great and fmall* 
Her ample range included all. 
The fmirk, the tofs, the fhrug, the ftalk. 
Part Aide, part fwim, part dance, part walk; 
The limp, the lifp, the pert, the prim ; 
Taihions for laws, for axioms, whim ; 
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Each their fucceffive changes rung ;•« 
While fair and homelyy old and yonng. 
Courtier and ruftic, flirt and bcau^ 
The high-bredy and of courfei the low. 
Caught fome variety of grimace 2 
Conceit was ton ; and ton was Grace ! 

'Twere well, if AfiPe^ation's power 
Were only feen, in Folly's hour s 
But Fraud, alas ! too often tries 
Fi^itious Grace's fly difguife ; 
So delicate, fo well-inclin'd. 
So plaufible, fo polite, fo kind. 
So foft, fo fmooth, fo friendly too. 
So good, fo— every-thing— but true ! 

Methinks, you'll tell me, here 1 feem, 
Entirely to reverfe my theme ; 
And paint inftead of real Grace, 
Mere Mimicry, that ufurps it's place. 
—•I own the fadb, but meant to draw 
It's contraft, with the more eclat. — 



i 
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Grace is not Fraud, Conceit, or Pride.-* 
What is it then ? — ^Who ihall decide ? 
Candour, perhaps, will not repine 
T' accept th' attempt, from verfe like mise* 

Grace, whofe addrefs the wife appUudf 
Difclaims all pride, conceit, or fraud. — 
'Tis elegance, which pervades the whole^ 
When look, yoice, attitude, fpeak the foul ;«-* 
*Tis that propriety, which rereals 
In nature's mode, what nature feels i— - 
^Tis fenfe, eftrang'd from cold negled, 
From coarfe excefs, from rude defedl :— 
*Tis that decorum, thro' whofe eafe. 
Truth can at once convince, and pleafe :— • 
'Tis eloquent redlitude of intent. 
Which makes fimplicity, ornament :— 
'Tis franknefs, whofe more cheerful vein, 
Nor prompts a blufh, nor gives a pain :— 
*Tis that civility, which affirms 
Humanity's wifli, in charity*s terms :— 
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*Tis that attra&ion, which can throw 
Sincerity's charms o'er virtue's glow : — 
'Tis meek fuperiority, bright, 
Without obfcuring humbler light :— 
'Tis fympathy, whofe benigpiant phrale 
Can comfort, where it cannot praife :— 
'Tis dignity, fix'd on honour's poft, 
Which neidier gives, nor heeds a boafl :— 
*Tis wifdom, zealous, tho* ferene. 
Gently impreffive, kindly keen :— 
'Tis body, mind, deportment, ftyle. 
Free from embarraflment, as from guile : — 
'Tis that, at leaft— in fome degree, — 
Which Man, firft form'd, was form'd to be ! 



^ 
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THE ENGLISH CHARACTER. 



EN Horace named the Natives of our Ifle» 

avage to ftrangers," was th' invidious flyle ; 

I Virgil's pleafure Britain's fons to call, 

!en fever'd from the world*' — and that was all. 

lAL indeed a little farther goes, 

rrants our (ires fome genius could difclofe ; 

.OME« he tells us in right pompous tone, 

3 " barbarous Britifii baskets, form'd her own.'* 

iTANNOs hofpitibus feros. Hon. Lib. iiL Od. 4. Lin. 53. 

penitus toto divifos orbe Britanno s. Viro. £cL z. Lin. 67. 

'bara de pidis veni bafcauda Britannis, 
Sed me jam mavult dicere Roma fuam. 

Martial. Lib. 14. £p. 97. 

0L« I. M 
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This in old writ, and only this we learn ; 
In vain of courfe to fuch records we turn : 
In vain we feck for claflical eclat ;«- 
England's own portrait, Englifh fadts muft draw. 

So be it then.— And if you can endure^ 
jSo bold an effort of an hand fo poor. 
Accept this humble (ketch from my rude fkill, 
Whofe faithful outline, truth at lead (hall filL 

Among the fplendid boafts of national fame. 
Stands with proud eminence martial glory's claim ; 
And England's foes in many a conffid croft. 
Have tried her native valour to their coft ; 
Have felt how fure, yet how humanely flow. 
Her vengeance,— how decidve is her blow ; 
Vigorous to enforce the fword, (he loves to (heath $ 
And twining vidlory's palm, with mercy's wreath ! 
Provoke aa £ngH(hman ! how wsurm he glows ! 
— No longer fierce, when you no more oppofe i^^ 
Frank to announce th' emotions of his miad ! 
Stem to the (tubbom! to the fuppliant kind ! 
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Impetuous to infift on right and fit ! 
Keen to urf^ proofs, ingenuous to admit ! 
With ftill an arm, encroachment to withftand ! 
With ftill an heart, for every friendly hand ! 

Prefs'd by misfortune's tempeAs, gathering round. 
An Englifh fuffierer's patience ftands its ground : 
Each frefli attack, fome ftrong reiblve renews i 
Aflault may cruih it, but no force fubdues. 
Whatever boon an Englifliman beftows. 
From mere good-will, the prcnnpt beneficence flows : 
Free from all grudge, unwarpt by all controal. 
His welcome — ^fpeaks the welcome of the fiiui ! 

Too oft, alas ! in this our clime is fcen, 
Th' Hypochondriac, brooding o'er his ipleen ; 
Yet ev'n that fpleen can fympathy's call abide ; 
Loft to himfelf,— he feels for all befide :— 
Shew him fome harder taik, fome manlier aim. 
Some feafible benefit, fome fublimer claim. 
His powers freih impuUe from defpair will take. 
And all the Englifliman within-^ awake. 

M 2 
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Some call us contradidions ; fire and phlegm ; 
Eager to gam, what gain'd we foon contemn : 
If weaknefs here, farcaftic cenfnre findst 
n^ls fure, the weaiknefs of the nobleft minds ; 
And only proves us to impartial eyes. 
More anxious for the caufe, than for the prize. 

Satiriftsf fometimes, in Englifh manners^ iheer 
Addrefs too blunt, and featiments too fevere.'; 
The fanguine fervor, rapid feelings vouch. 
Which fcoming to deceive, difdains to crouch. 
—We own the charge :— we are indeed a race, 
Hough of ^proach, and awkward at grimace ; 
But trial (if you try us) will declare. 
What obvious, kindred virtues centre there ;— 
Exalted fenfe of honour ! all the pride 
Of confcious truth, to liberal thought ally*d 1 
Sincerity's purpofc ! honeft candour^s truft ! 
Whatever infpires, becomes, or binds the juft ! 

So (lands amidft the waves, our country's ihore; 
And frowns conteiz^t on Ocean's angry roar. 
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A front abrupt, her rocky clifis prefent ; 
As if for rude refiftance only meant $ 
But all within th' encircling fteep barrier. 
Luxuriant vales, and oak-crowxt'd hills appear ; 
A foil, where plenty's beft varieties reign, 
A kingdom, worthy real freedom/s train :— 
While Nature feems to adopt the favourite coaft,' 
The Land her garden, and the Men her boaft. 
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THE ENGLISH SAILOR. 



Vr HAT cheer ? what cheer ? Sirs ! fore and aft ! 

Aloft ! i' th* gangways ! and abaft ! 

For this your care to overhaul 

Our trim^ — ^we thank you, one and alL 

The fortunes of an Englilh Tar 
Various, as hap and hazard are ; 
Yet no varieties ever damp 
His fpirits, or his humour cramp : 
Whatever was his former lot. 
Put him on board, 'tis all forgot : 
He there difplays, in every part, 
A thoughtlefs, guilelefs, dauntlefs, heart : 



ON OCCASIONAL tUBJBCTt. 167 
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He's there all iiero !— But, ayaft I 
Methinks I (hoot ahead too faft. 
In fighty dick ever by the ftaff l-«- 
But among friends, fteer clear of puff! 

*• Put him on board/' I faid — why true }— ' 
For that's his proper point of yiew. 

Suppofe yourfelves then in a Ship, 
And me your captain for this tnp ;— 
A Ship well-mann'dy weU-rigg'd, well-found ; — 
Her bottom clean ; her timbers found i*^ 
Tight, tough tarpaulins, all her crew ! 
—Mayhap, you 'd like to fee a few.— 
Suppofe yourfelves, this moment hearing 
My orders for the gauge's appearing ;— 
— " Below there! — yacketsi trowfers I checks! 
— *' Turn outy all hands I and man the decks F* 

So pleafe you, let us take the group, 
Rang'd as they ftand, from prow to poop. 

The boatfwain firft.— -He, you muft know, 
Had once a vixen wife tn tow : 

•14 
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But death, with a fide-wind, d' ye fee. 

Drove her adrift ; and fet him free. 

She lefty however, an embargo 

Of debts, fo heavy on his cargo. 

It made him firom his moorings (teert 

To weather ftorms, lefs boifterous, here* 

Alongfide him, the mate you 'U mark ; 
A merchant's maccaroni clerk : 
Crank, gunnel to, before the gale 
He fped ; and crowded all his fail ; 
'Till at an un-paid taylor's call. 
The lawyers conjur'd up a fquall : 
-^Had then thofe fharks, the baiIi£Fs, met him. 
Keel-upwards they had furely fet him : 
But fate procured him, in the fufs. 
Safe fea-room, and a birth with us* 

A look, pray, for a moment call 
On yon long lubber, next the maft ! 
He conn'd your learned lingo pat,— 
Your Hebrew-latin, — and all that ; 
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But when, unfkillM taftem the tidci. 
The hurricane of life he trfidf, 
And beat up, right in the wind's eye^ 
(No log-book of experience nighy) 
He lofl his helm, his main-fail tore. 
And run his vefFel bump aihore ; 
Then hove out fignals of diftrefs^. 
Glad to make one in any mefs» 

Steady ! — I 'm veering out, I find. 
More knots an hour than I defign'd : 
Wherefore, 'tis time to fall aback ; 
And haul up on a clofer tack :— 
While all the refidue, firft and laft. 
However flation'd, mefs'd, or clafs'd. 
The bufy, buzzing, buftling crowds. 
Of midfhip, fore-caftle, and fhrouds. 
Who cables coil, who tacklings fling, 
Who reef, who fplice, who climb, who fwing f 
All who command, and eke who fwab in 
Hold, gallery, quarter-deck, or cabin> 
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Starboard and larboard^ more or lefit 
In one round-robin I compre6 $ 
Each frank and free, by each fx> ftand ; 
Each prompt, vrith each to htnr a hand | 
Each prone, ft^unch proweik to exerty 
Stem, ftays, and ftem, alive, adert ; 
Each patient, watch and ward to take ; 
Each faithful, one referve to make : — 
« Referve ?'^— you *11 fay ! -« pray what referve ?* 
— Ev*n that,-^from which they never fwerve :— 
For tho' they icom to hoard and hes^. 
The votive grog they facred keep, 
To toaft, when every week's-work ends. 
King, Country, Sweethearts, Families, Friends I 
While thus their generous maxims run^ 
To give to ALL— but jpfeW to none 1 
Defended by fuch Sons, as diefe. 
No wonder Britain awes the Seas r — 
Danger, that makes the malk-ibp droop. 
But fets their couhige cock-a-hoop $ 
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Sinews their arms ; expands their breads :«« 
Then I for ** Up bammocks and down cheJtsP* 
Then ! for the Naval Empire's claim 1 
Then ! for old Englamd's Flag» and Fame ! 
Then I when her angry Thunders burft, 
Perhaps— tfiMfikr Juns tb£ fixst ! 
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MINOR POETRY. 



iVlucH of Parnassus, and it's heights fublime^ 
We read in antient writ, and modem rhyme :— 
Heights, which, the* millions in th* attempt engage,. 
Scarce one can reach ; and hardly once an age. 

Tho' all in eager multitudes contend. 
Rivals for fummits, which fo few afcend. 
Full many a flation of the facred fpot, 
Might amply fit lefs proud ambition's lot : 
For numerous tracts of varied landfcape fill 
Th' adjacent vales, and dope along the hilk 

Of thefe —'tis all my little (kill can do- 
Permit me now to Iketch a bird's-eye view ;. 
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Nor fcorn (howe'er inadequate the fcrap) 
A fchool-geographer's poetic map. 

In finOoth extent, which rural beauties grace^ 
A fpacious level fkirts the mountain's bafe : 
There might retire, there chaunt, the paftoral fwainSf 
The CoLiNS, and the Damons of the plains ? 
There in fbft minftrelfy's eternal round. 
Wed words to words, wherever found meets found ; 
Till each refponfive fpray, the meads among. 
Quivers in cadence, bio^bms into fong. 

Full to the fight, in £ftant profpe^, towers 
A grove of myrtles, twining into bowers. 
There love-fick fpirits manufa^ure fighs. 
Embalm in metre, dimples, lips, and eyes : 
Vows, flatteries, perjuries. Echo's haunts invade ; 
Hopes, fears, and jealoufies breathe from every ihade. 
fieaymphs coy, kind, true, falfe, fair, brown, fhort,taUt 
•Some paflionate madrigal be-rhymes them all. 

Where tangling briers, in form of fence, between 
Two carpet lawns, diverfify the fcene. 
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The rough, rude tribe of fatirifis might refide ^ 
Cynics, who fnarl, and fcomers, who deride. 
Avoid their gripe, ye virtuous, and ye (age ! 
Too oft for intereft, or for fpleen, they rage* 
'l^wcrt well, did vice akme feel their attack ! 
Or truth referve their thorns for fidly's back ! 

Where from the turf, a gradual eminence fwelb. 
The wlufling breeze a windmill's iaBs impels ; 
There, as in hives, might fwarm the ions of whim ; 
The crotchet-mongers of fantaftic trim ; 
Who retail fancy's frolics, oddity's hits,— - 
Maggots of genius ! real nutihell wits ! 
Wags, who in mafques grotefque fliake humour's chin; 
Pun in conundrums, --or in epigrams grin i 

A little farther on, from forth a cavCf 
Burils an abrupt cafcade's iboorous wave | 
Whofe dafliing fragments might announce th' abodci 
Where bfty language labours — big with ode ^ 
Spurns vulgar comprehenfion's hackney'd ways ; 
Soars pad the confines of pedeftrian phrale | 
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Above conaedlioay method, or defign, 
la muie-mad nmt, eccentrically fine I 

Not far from this afcent a foreft lies ; 
Whofe broad old oaks in mofly grandeur rife &— • 
There dwell the bards, who ibctal aims aTOW» 
And deck wit]^ dyic wreaths the patriot brow s 
Whoie popular ftrains at once recorc|» and raile» 
The f;tflor'9 fpirit, and the fotdier's praiie : 
While confcions, ** Britoits ne¥er will be flaves/' 
Zeal (bouts from voice to voke, ** Britammia rule the 

" waves/* 
More upland ftill, and thro' an avenue feen. 
Stands a fair clump of laurels, ever green ) 
Where rove the guardian bards of each bright name* 
Which verfe and virtue confecrate to fame ; 
Names of fuch men, as Heaven's beft fignaturc* 

wore ; 
Whofe leaft diftindion was the rank they bore ; 
Names, which improved humanity loves to hear ; 
Names, to integrity honourably dear j— • 
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Namesy which by every tefl: of merit knowoy 
Truth may tranfcribe^ ev*]! now, fix)m Britain's 
Throne ! 
While thus, for others, feparate feats I trace» 
Perhaps you'll afk me, where myielf I'd place ; 
-»What place becomes me» you muft judge, not I ; 
—What place I'd wifli for, I'U confUs, — and why : 
I'd mount, where poefy's firft enthufiafts "ftood j 
High as old Homer :— higher, if I could !— 
There boaft how good a work, with what good will, 
Your anceftors did here ; — ^and You do ftill :— 
Then every Mufe to choral fymphony woo. 
In numbers worthy Them, and worthy Yov^ 
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HOC AGE. 

UzoRBM Paulus rixofam (judicisi ut par» 

Commenfurato pollice) fufie dolat : 
Quid meruit mulier qusrentibusy '* hoC|" ait iUe^ 

*^ Nttoc agoy ne deinceps hoc agfit 3|a aihi !'^ 

HOC AG£. 

^^ Ah ! ego it moriar/' fie Paula afiEata maritum eft, 
** Tu, mi \dr, •m^ro in funcre, tu quid ages ?*' 

*' Sit de me mora nulhy" ait Sle^ << in pace quiefcas; 
** Hoc age tu — ut poteroy quod mihi reftat^ agam." 

HOC AG£. 

*^ L±oc agite/' ex una conclamat parte fenatus : 
** Hoc agite^ e contra/' oppofiti legio undique 
fcamni : 
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Publica nempe, .prout vel habet jam quifque» vel 

ambit 
Munera ; vel fniftra fperans, invidit habenti. 
At quorfuin hx litesy verbofaque jurgia tendunt ? 
—Pro Pratriay hcu ! agitur nil prorfus :^de Patria 

aftum eft ! 

FATI VALET HORA BBNIGNI. 

Jdattus agit primas taciturnus tempora no£Us r 
Nil fentire loquiy nil, nihil eife putes. 

At vice non dubia, poft certos incalet hauftus ; 
£t catus argutos fpargit abunde Tales. 

Serior aut citiori Batto venit hora leporig,. 
Ut citOi vel feroy quarta lagena venit. 

FATI VALKT HORA BENIGNI. 

^ONQjJBRiTUR populuSy quod fit brevis hora juventae. 
Rede: — fed longam Lesbia credit anus. 

Nunquam ita fe juvenem meminit, quin pofTet amari ; 
Nunquam ita fe vetulam, quin amet ipfa, putat 1 
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FATI VALET HORA BENIGNI. 

1 ERNA bono AlphgnsO) in yotis bona fumma 
fuerunt ; 
Scripta vetufla ; vetufque uva ; comefque vetus. 
Scripta, uvaniy comites, bene vis, Alphonse ; fed 
eheu ! 
Quae facit hos veteresy te facit hora fenem ! 



BRETIS ESSE LABORO. 

A R/ longa eil| fed vita brevis ;— fie fcripferat olim 

Illuftris medica calliditate fenex. 
Dicite nunc, medicif colitis fi longius arteroy 

An hrevlor nobis vita futura fiet I 



JLaurum olim optantesy aurunv meruere poetx 
Nunc, aurura optantes, quid meruere — Nihil, 
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IN MOVA PERT ANIMUS. 

Libera, falvai Patrem Ciceronem Roma falutaDSy 
Addidit hoc laudis^ quod Novus eflet Homo. 

Libertas ut nofira ftet intemerata, falufque, 
Non Homoi fed Populus debuit efle Novus ! 

IN NOVA FERT animus. 

>» l^EGE nova vivasy mediocria pocula fumas;"-- 

Sic fponfum ebriolum fobria fponfa monet : 
Dudum ille audierat : — tandenii ** Chariflima conjuxy 
** Credei novum hoc^'' inquit, << res negat ipb 
" pati : 
** Unde novis locus eft ;-*fungor vice fimplice ;«— 
" et ufque 
<< Quum fitis efty bibitur— quum bibitur^ litis 
« eft 1" 

SPLENDBAT USU. 

Jl iLLULAi ft medici fors juflu pillula danda eft» 
Exhikct auratam rite fa^AdtxEi. 
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Confulit hac medicus morbofis conditioner 

Qua fibi confultum conditione velit : 
Atque idea folers afperrima pharmaca inaurat^ 

Munus ut ex auro largiter ipfe ferat. 
At vero interea aegrotusy medicufque viciffim 

Sumit uterque aurum difpare lege fuum. 
Nam toties quotlesy plerumque fit dcgrior acger ; 

At toties quotieS) laetior eft medicus. 



VIRES ACQ^IRIT EUNDO- 



IJE Fama hoc ohm dixit Maro ; deque Maronb 
Fa MA dehincy omni tempore) dicet idem. 



VIRES ACQUIRIT EUNDO. 

doTTA madens multo^ fumma ufque ad guttura> 
Bacchoy 

Praecipiti properat vi titubando domum. 
It tutus pergendo tamen> dum pergit eundo ^ 

Sin curfu ambiguo deilinat ire^ cadit. 
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MUTATIS MUTANDIS. 

JusTiTi^ vitta pidiores lumina cingunt; 

In lite ut videat parte ab utraque nihfl. 
At VO89 caufidiciy pofitam male demite ocellis 

Fafciolam : et potius flet Dea vin^a manus ! 
Non rogo ne videat quod utraque ex parte videndum eft ; 

Id curO| ut tangcU parte ab utraque nihil. 



Jr ENDULA^ ab her6um nutavit vertice quondam 

Plumay corrufcantis cafUdis altus honos ; 
Quam fibi jam noftro fumit quoque tempore virgo ;. 

Vi6bicique decens ominci fronte gerit. 
Priftina fie referunt praefentia faecla ; fidemqjue . 

Fabellis veterum poftera fa6la ferunt : 
Quippe ea, quae fucrant ollm Mayorti a figna» 

Geftat adhucy parili non fine laude, Vetivs. 
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ALIUSQUE ET IDEM. 

JVIane fori juxta fubfellia caufidicus flat, 
£t triplicis caudae geftat abunde decus ; 

Vefpcre fed caput ornat rams utrinque capflluSy 
Tortaque porcino pendula vitta modo : 

Nee tamen eft alius, qu^mvis mutatus ; eundem 
Idque fuo damno, fentiet ufque cliens. 



NOSMBT NOSTRI NON POEKITET. 

AlAjOR jam ferula; de quo dubitetur alumnoi 

Semivir anne puer, fcmipuerve vir eft, 
Ox ON 1 1 Matris gremium commigrat ad ahnum ; 

Fitquc togatorum in plebe, Togatus Homo. 
Plurimus hunc fenior nafo fiifpendit adunco ; 

Quippe Recektem ALiQ^JEM^ex vefte recente, 
vocat ; 
Ille tamen, novus incedens Academicu«, ullro 

Pone trahit longum pallli, eundo, decus : 
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Ety plus quam Ixtum nitidae nigredine laoae, 

Non piget, aut pudet, aut pcenitet efTe nigraiii. 
Terminus ut fenfim fuccedit terminoi et annus 

Anno, in fubfufcum tritus amidlus abit : 
Sed neque fie triti, et fufcati poenitet ; ipfo hoc 

Scilicet indicioy fe probat eife So? hum. 
Cum pene exad^o pro forma temporC) primum 

£xpe£lat, ftudii praemia prima, gradum, 
Sciifa modis miris toga (vix toga, vix fragmentum) 

Squallidulum, ac lacerum penfilcy verrit humum : 
Nee magis — immo minus nunc poenitety hoc fibi, nulli 

Non fat perfpicui, pignus honoris habet : 
Pocnite at panni, quibus eil cutis unica cura !— 

Hicy jam pannofus, eras Graduatus erit! 

EQUBS. 

Quantum poflit eques, quam duAilis ardor 

equorum eft^ 
Rubrica in quovis affixa pofte, typo gi- 
-ganteo, longifque ambagibus exhibet Astlby. 
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-— Credulus accedo — pretium niimero — - ihtaro — - 
recumbo. 

Principi6 lavehitory qui tei^m eredu8 equtnum 
Calce premens fuperimpofitay mille intiegrat orbet* 
Alterna pknt4 TcHatilis ; in caput, ultro, 
Prorfum, retrorfum revolutus,— jamque fupinus. 
Jam pronusy jam rufpenfus, iimillfque caducoy 
Defility ac refilit ; trans^-fuby-fupevin-iilit ;— -Exit. 

Qui fequitur dubio libramine dimidiatus 
Binos urget equos ; quos inter, proh pudor ! haeret 
Pendula, fuccuifanda nidi, muliercula, curfu. 

His vix dimiilis, fuccedit ternio equorum, 
Quos eques, ex alto incumbens regit, unus et idem : 
Hue, illuc, agilis faltu ; repetltque, novatque, 
Mult iplicat que vices — * 6 5* gjutTEJov a<r^xW »Ul 

Mox venit Astlei, fpes^altera patris, lulus, 
Celfus equo phaleris, phaleratior ipfe, fuperbo. 



• Iliad, 1. 15. V. 683. 
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Quam fcite ad numeros percurnt cphippia ! Primo 
Grandior incefiuy et pofitu, geftuque decoms ! 
Deinde melos lerius^ lepidei leyioribus aequant 
Paffibusy ambiguos quafi figat in acre grefliia ! 

Miror ego-— hxc quorfum tendent miracuUiy plane 
Ignarns ; — niTi forte, ut lucum dicimus efTe 
A non lucendo,— iic iHa equitatioy ab arte 
Proveniat, qua non potis eft equitare violator ; 
Nee vult, fi poflet ; ncc fi velit, ufus, opufve eft. 



THE END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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